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Mice Infest
Dorms
by Devin Murphy ’10
Assistant News Editor
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Student Congress President Andy Fechtel ’08 opened debate for Congress members and students on core curriculum.
by

Sara Beth Labanara ’ll
News Staff

Eager Student Congress members filled
the Slavin Fishbowl Tuesday, Nov. 27, to
debate several issues, including core
requirements at Providence College.
Mandee Adams ’08, class
CONGRESS representative, introduced
UPDATE the discussion concerning
philosophy and theology
requirements. The possibility of an addi
tional foreign language requirement to the
PC curriculum was also addressed.

The Faculty Senate meeting on
Wednesday, Nov. 28, also discussed the
issues regarding curriculum reform and tak
ing into consideration the opinions of Student
Congress members. The discussion began
with a debate over theology requirements.
“Maybe there could be a possibility of
developing some sort of placement test
where students could possibly place out of
a 200-level course. This would be benefi
cial for students who come from Catholic
schools who have had the Christian doc
trine for so long and know it. It would also
benefit students who never have had
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Christian theology classes who are
struggling to keep up with students who
know everything,” said Claire Seguin
’08, class representative.
Following Seguin’s remarks were
other comments from the attentive mem
bers of Congress.
“I think it’s important to stress the dif
ferent types of theologies, other cultures
and other religions and it also identifies
with cross cultural understanding,” said
Peter Boggeman ’08, Student Life Chair.
Class Representative Kevin Johnson
’08 brought the debate back to general
terms after some in-depth debate over the
theology core requirements.
“I think it is important that we do retain the
philosophy and theology requirement to
maintain the school’s identity,” said Johnson.
The group moved to discuss the philos
ophy requirement in the core curriculum
after the theology debate.
“It has been proposed that students should
look into taking two ethics courses, one gen
eral ethics and one applied ethics to fulfill the
philosophy requirement,” said Adams.
Adams asked the group their thoughts
on the proposal, which fueled a strong dis
cussion of viewpoints from various
Congress members.
. “A lot of students can’t even take one
ethics class now, and I don’t really see how
they can recommend you to take two when
seniors can’t even get into one now.
Additional staff would be necessary,” said
Elections Chair, Meaghan Durigan ’09.
Durigan’s comment intensified the dis
cussion as more students added their view
points following it.
“I think it could be lowered to one ethics
requirement. Students get general philosoCONGRESS/Page7

Students living in Aquinas Hall and St.
Joseph Hall are faced with mice infesta
tion. According to student sightings, mice
have been spotted on the first, third, and
fourth floors of Aquinas
STUDENT Hall and the basement
LIFE floor of St. Joseph Hall.
Meaghan Mercurio ’10, a
third-floor resident of Aquinas Hall, has
caught seven mice in her room. The mice
were first discovered when the residents
heard a scurrying noise.
“It ate through all our candy,” said
Mercurio of the damage caused by the
mice in her dorm.
The girls called the Office of Residence
Life immediately after they discovered the
damage from the mouse.
“We went to go buy traps ourselves
because the sticky traps don’t really work,
and they [Office of Residence Life]
weren’t taking us seriously until the third
mouse,” said Mercurio.
According to Mercurio, she and her
roommates have been having a problem
with mice for about a week. Monday, Dec.
3, was the first day that they had not
caught a mouse in their room.
“They [Office of Residence Life] don’t
know when the exterminator is coming. I
would like them to keep their buildings
cleaner and exterminate before we come to
school,” said Mercurio.
According to Mercurio there is a hole in
the molding behind her bed. The
Residence Life Office told her that they
could not fix it.
“A mouse could definitely fit through
there [the hole],” said Mercurio.
The girls have also had problems with
silverfish in their room which come
through the heater.
“I do realize that they have a lot of stuff
on their plate and it’s an old building... but
we’re paying a lot [or money] to live
here,” said Mercurio.
Fourth floor residents of Aquinas Hall
Sarah Randles ’10, Meaghan Nagumey
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Deborah Falvo Takes
on New Position
by

Mike Springer '08
News Editor

A long-time staple of Providence
College’s Office of Residence Life,
Deborah Falvo, left her post as apartment
complex director to pursue a new position
as a human resource techCAMPUS nician for the ROTC
NEWS department at the college
on Mon, Dec. 3.
“It was time for a change and 1 wanted
to try something new,” said Falvo. “This
new position is really the best of both
worlds for me as it allows for me to stay in
the PC environment, which I love, and also
lets me try a different skill set towards
something new.”
Before coming to work for Providence
College, Falvo worked for AT&T and in
retail for around seven years. During that
time, she attended saw an add for a job

FALVO/Page 5
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PC Library Undergoes Changes

Director Dr. D. Russell Bailey wished to
inform the Providence College student
body of the latest resources now available
after the recent changes made to the
Phillips Memorial Library.
The library’s goal is to acquire the latest
industry-standard technology. An upgrade
from the 802.1 IB wireless system to the
802.11G initially caused hardware com
patibility issues. However, kinks are
steadily being worked out to give students
optimum programming. Technology
equipped with this program includes 100
computers, laptops, and Macs that students
can utilize. Also available for use are the
30,000 electronic journals, 370,000 vol
umes in house, and over five million vol
umes that can be accessed from colleges
across the state.
In addition to the technological addi
tions, measures were taken to make the
library a more comfortable environment.
“We want students to be able to come to
the library in the morning and spend the
day here -socializing, working, etc.” said
Dr. Bailey.
To achieve this lounge-like feeling, fur
niture changes have been made with the
students in mind. Some changes include
new fabric on furniture. Rooms where stu
dents can convene to study together or
work in groups are equipped with large
tables and comfortable chairs, to empha
size interaction.
“The furniture in the library is definitely
very homey,” said Alex Fielder ’ll.
Specifically created to aid PC students,
the Information Station on the ground floor
is staffed from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m.
by support staff. Dual monitors, key
boards, and mouses allow for either two
students or a student and a staff member to
simultaneously research and gather infor
mation. The Station on the second floor is
staffed during various hours of the day and
is intended to help students in research.
The latest addition, which Dr. Bailey
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Providence College Students take advantage of the new technology that is now in place in
the Phillips Memorial Library such as the information stations, upgrades in the library’s
wireless system and new video cards.

expects to be in full swing by January, is
the Presentation
Rehearsal
Room.
Equipped with a digital projector and
screen, students can hook up their laptops
and practice giving PowerPoint presenta
tions. A digital video recorder will also be
available; students can record themselves
and then watch the tape themselves or
share the recording with their professor for
comments. A small number of video cards
will be available for students to rent out,
and the bookstore to sell them as well in
the future.
“The new title of the library is The
Library + Commons. We hope to provide
for students in every way possible,” said
Dr. Bailey. “We don’t have a cafe - yet.
That, however, is a future goal.”
Though proud of its impressive selec
tion of books and research, Dr. Bailey
stressed that he wants students to think of

CALENDAR
Campus

the library as a place where more than just
studying occurs.
—Kylie Lacey ’ll

Christopher Morrison Speaks At PC
Christopher Morrison is quite the guy.
For starters, he works an average day job
on multiple continents as a guide for Go
Ahead Tours. Morrison is the best tour
guide you could ever hope for. Or at least
Professor Stephen Lynch, director of the
Honors Program, thinks so; he has had
Morrison lead the Honors spring break
trip three years in a row.
Morrison also has a side project. It’s
called Care Highway, an international
humanitarian nonprofit organization he
founded. In a short time, he has seen the
seeds he spread blossom as thousands of
volunteers have answered his call to do

something about the world’s problems.
Every year Morrison visits the US to
inspire college students to get more
involved. Last Friday he visited
Providence College and spoke to students
and faculty in the Chapel basement.
Morrison accompanied his speech with
pictures depicting the different projects.
Today, Care Highway operates on four con
tinents. This year the organization will begin
to build children’s homes in Kenya. When
the first is finished, it will house and care for
almost a dozen children, many of them
taken directly from prison where they reside
with their parents. In addition, Care
Highway operates in Serbia, Bosnia, and
Panama, and conducts annual medical expe
ditions to Mexico.
Morrison is adamant that Care
Highway does not become about him and
his personal agenda. He joked that the
only perk to being the organization’s
founder is he gets to choose the color of
the T-shirts you can purchase online. His
message, though, is simple: “Get out there
and help and you’ll discover how easy it
is. And you really get back all that you
give.” He thinks the guilt people try to
impose on Americans for having a high
quality of life is non-motivational “rub
bish.” Care Highway’s outlook is wholly
positive, and last year proved the organi
zation’s most productive yet. Morrison
continues touring America because of the
increase in donations and involvement he
sees after his visits.
You can visit carehighway.org to
donate to the cause (there’s currently an
online auction) or to file a volunteer
application. “People in some places live
on less than one dollar a day, so all the
contributions we receive count,” Morrison
explained. As Care Highway is currently
an all-volunteer organization, 100 percent
of all donations go directly to the cause.
For more information you can contact
local representative Laurie Malia ’07 at
lauriem@carehighway.org.
—James McGehee ’08
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7 Friday

8 Saturday

9 Sunday

10 Monday

11 Tuesday

12 Wednesday

13 Thursday

9:00 a.m. Shauna
Lacoste: Senior
Thesis Exhibition,
Hunt-Cavanagh
Gallery

1:00 p.m. Anime
Club, Moore Hall
III

8:00 a.m. Exhibit:
From Harkins to
Philips:The
Transformations of
the Heart of the
Campus- a library
timeline, Phillips
Memorial Library
Main Case Display

8:30 a.m.
Exhibit:Christmas
in Cardboard: The
Art of Paper
Creche, Center for
Catholic and
Dominican Studies

6:00 p.m. S.T.E.P. 1,
Slavin Center G19

4:30 p.m. Future
Friar Executives,
Slavin G01

4:30 p.m. 30th
Anniversary Mass,
St. Dominic Chapel

8:00 p.m. Opera:
Amahl and the
Night Visitors,
Smith Center for the
Arts, Angell Black
friars Theater

3:30 p.m.
Confession at St.
Dominic Chapel

7:00 p.m.
Connections to
Wellness, Slavin
Center G01

7:00 p.m. Eucharistic 7:00 p.m.
Philosophy Club,
Adoration, St.
Slavin Center G01
Dominic Chapel

4:30 p.m. Mass at
St. Dominic Chapel

7:00 p.m. Mass at
St. Dominic Chapel

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an
error in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu.
Corrections will be printed as necessary on page 2.
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Local News for the State
The Impact of Your Choice displays
Devastating Effects of Drunk Driving
Three years ago, Deborah Hoch was the
first to find a car crash caused by intoxica
tion near her home in Seekonk, Mass. And
as she observed the increasing numbers of
crashes related to drunk driving, she decid
ed to do something about it.
After talking to approximately 100
young people in Massachusetts and Rhode
Island about the issues of drinking and
driving, Hoch realized that a majority of
these young people viewed themselves as
invincible.
They did not think that drinking and driv
ing could cause harm to themselves or oth
ers. Now, Hoch hopes to prove otherwise.
Hoch spoke with families of victims in
the area about the aftermath of their own
experiences related to drunk driving.
Among those interviewed were Janelie
Chaves, whose brother Charlie died in
October 2001 after drinking and then
speeding up to 114 mph, and Brendan
Lombardi, whose driving after drinking
and drug use left two boys dead.
The compilation of these interviews
became The Impact of Your Choice,
Hoch’s film to educate others about drunk
driving and exhibit its shocking effects.
Hoch dedicated the film to her brother,
Charles, who died after drinking and
speeding in 1980 at age 24.
The Impact of Your Choice premiered
Thursday night at Providence Country Day
School. Students, parents, teachers, and
school officials were present at the event.
“The most important thing we can do is
let our kids know, as we tell them when
they’re little, when you make a mistake,
you don’t keep going with the mistake,”
said Susan Haberlandt, head of the school.
“There are consequences.”
The film has been made available for
schools, and arrangements are already in
place to show the film at other schools.
“We have to work together as a team to
make sure our kids are safe,” said
Barrington Chief John LaCross.

Supreme Court to Overturn Ruling
Against Trooper

ment, alarm systems, and fire extinguish
ers, but not anymore.
After stealing more than one million
On July 14, 2003, Governor Carcieri dollars from the college in a fraudulent
ordered police to execute a search a war billing scheme, Clyne was scheduled to be
rant on a Narragansett smoke shop in sentenced on Tuesday.
Charlestown after a tribe began illegally
Andrew J. Reich, assistant U.S. attor
selling cigarettes without charging Rhode ney, said that Clyne was guilty of obstruc
Island taxes.
tion of justice on two accounts following
However, when the raid turned into a his arrest in May, when he did not mention
physical altercation, eight tribal mem the four to five acres of property he owned
bers were charged, including Adam in Ireland.
Jennings, whose ankle was broken in the
In Clyne’s defense, his lawyer, Scott P.
midst of his arrest for disorderly contact Lopez, insisted that Clyne did not recall
and resisting arrest.
having been asked any questions pertain
Jennings and two others filed suit, ing to the subject, but as a result of this
claiming that their civil rights were violat occurrence Reich is urging for an
ed by the state police, and Trooper enhanced prison sentence for Clyne.
Kenneth Jones was charged with the use of
Chief U.S. District Judy Mary M. Lisi
excessive force and battery in Jennings’ rescheduled the hearing, originally to be
situation. However, Trial Judge Ernest C.
held last Thursday, for Tuesday, at
Torres overturned the verdict, claiming which Clyne’s probation officer was
that by qualified immunity, Jones should scheduled to make a statement. In an
not be liable when acting reasonably in the August hearing, Clyne pleaded guilty to
line of duty.
mail fraud as well as to filing a false tax
While he said it is important to return for failing to report approximate
ensure that police officers do not abuse ly $180,000 he collected via his crimes
their authority, Torres also said it is in 2003.
important that officers are not afraid to
According to government sources,
do their jobs due to fear of liability.
RISD sent the checks, which totaled
Jennings appealed the case to the 1st more than one million dollars, to a non
Circuit, where a three-judge panel reinstat existent company by which, obviously,
ed the jury’s verdict in March, a decision no work was done.
that was affirmed by the full court in
Clyne, as part of his plea agreement, con
August and sent back to Torres in the U.S. sented to surrendering a house and property
District Court for consideration of motions in Ireland that he purchased with the stolen
for a new trial. Now the case is being con money. In exchange, prosecutors dropped
sidered for Supreme Court review.
criminal charges against Clyne’s wife, who
“If we win in Supreme Court, this is authorities say participated in the ordeal and
over,” said Jim Lee, chief of the attorney was living with Clyne in Ireland.
general’s civil division. “If we win on
Both Clyne and his wife, Ibtisama
the motions for a new trial, we have to Bradley, were arrested at Logan International
try it again.”
Airport in Boston and were brought to Rhode
Island, charged with 11 counts of mail fraud
RISD Employee Awaits Sentencing
and conspiracy to commit mail fraud.
Patrick Clyne used to be manager of fire Pending his sentencing, Clyne remained on
safety at the Rhode Island School of house arrest.
Design (RISD), in charge of requesting
—Rick Kurker ’09
and approving fire safety improvements,
as well as maintaining fire safety equip

of R.I.

RI Teenager Charged with Murder
Hope High School senior Ryan
Greenberg was charged with seconddegree murder for the boating death of
classmate Patrick Murphy. Greenberg will
be charged as an adult even though he is
only 17.
Originally, Greenberg had only been
charged with one felony count of operating
a boat to endanger, death resulting; one
misdemeanor count of underage posses
sion of alcohol; and one misdemeanor
count of refusing to take a breath test. The
grand jury up held the previous charges
while adding on the charge of seconddegree murder.
The case was originally destined to be
tried in Family Court, but was moved to
the adult system as part of a cost-saving
measure by the General Assembly.
Early on in the case, people had speculated
that Greenberg had killed Murphy, but wit
nesses had been reluctant to come forward.
In an attempt to gain new insight on the
case, the Attorney General Patrick C.
Lynch presented the case to the grand jury.
Since then, at least one witness has come
forward and claimed to have seen Greenberg
throwing bottles of alcohol overboard before
the police arrived at the scene.
When the incident was first reported,
Barrington police combed the waters for
much of the night looking for Murphy’s
body, but their search turned up nothing.
Murphy’s death comes during a time when
the Barrington Police Department, along with
the Substance Abuse Task force, is working
hard at stopping at underage drinking.
Prior to this incident, the town of
Barrington had been dealing with another
drunk-driving death when Jon Converse
has allegedly gotten into the car of another
16 year old that had been drinking and
driving under a provisional license.
—Mike Springer ’08

Charity Walk Organized by PC Sailing Team
by

Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff

The Providence College Sailing Team held
its fourth annual 5K Walk to Support Victims
of Domestic Violence on Saturday, Nov. 10.
The event featured the main 5K run, speakers
on domestic violence, and a
CAMPUS concert from the band
NEWS Barefoot Truth.
“This event was a huge
success,” said Holly Ashton ’08, a sailing
team member who organized the event.
“Not only did we raise awareness about
such an important cause, we were able to
make a significant contribution to the
RICADV(Rhode Island Coalition Against
Domestic Violence) an organization that
directly works to solve the problem of
domestic violence in our state.”
The registration for the event occurred
at 10:30 a.m. in front of Slavin and break
fast was donated by Dunkin’ Donuts. Each
person who registered for the 5K walk
received a t-shirt marking the event. Over
100 people, an increase from last year,
attended the event, including Providence
College students, their parents, and faculty.
“[The 5K Walk] is really a growing
event,” said James Oliverio ’08, a member
of the sailing team who helped organized
the event.
The 5K walk raised over $2000, accord
ing to Ashton and the proceeds went to the
RICADV. RICADV was formed in 1979
and serves the six domestic violence agen
cies of Rhode Island. The organization’s
Web site states its purpose is to “strive to
create justice for victims and create aware
ness on the issue of domestic violence in
Rhode Island.”
One of the speakers at the event was
Carmen Ricalde-Russo, who is a member
of RICADV agency, Sisters Overcoming
Abusive Relationships (SOAR). SOAR
was established as a grassroots organiza
tion in 1989 to help women that are vic
tims of domestic violence. The organiza-

COURTESY OF THE SAIL TEAM

The band Barefoot Truth performed live on the Slavin Steps in an effort to raise
awareness and support for victims of domestic violence.
tion describes itself as “survivors of and educate people about domestic vio
domestic violence, empowered to speak lence, drawing on her own experience.
about the crucial issues victims of domes
“As a result of my personal experience,
tic violence face, and the dire steps neces I have become devoted to the issue of
sary to end the pain and suffering of far too Domestic Violence. In particular I have a
many women and children.”
special passion for addressing the issue of
“The energy and commitment of the Law Enforcement Officers Involved
sailing team and the Providence College Domestic Violence,” said Heaton on her
students is invigorating. Community sup Myspace page. “It is my personal mission
port like this is what will help end domes to educate and train others in the criminal
justice fields to recognize and appropriate
tic violence,” said Ricalde-Russo.
Tori-Lynn Heaton spoke at the event ly address the needs of those victimized by
providing her insight on the issue of a police officer abuser.”
After Heaton spoke, the 5K walk began at
domestic violence. Heaton, who has spo
ken at Providence College before at events the main gates at River Avenue. The partici
during Domestic Violence Month, is a pants went down Smith Street, around
detective, an 18-year-veteran in the Memorial Hospital, past Shaw’s supermarket,
Cranston police department, and a domes and then back to Slavin lawn. Once the walk
ers returned to Providence College they were
tic violence survivor.
“When I attended college in the late treated to pizza donated by Frankley’s Pizza.
“I thought it all was great. The speakers hit
1980s, we did not talk about domestic vio
lence,” said Heaton. “To see the students home at what domestic violence is and made
of today, the professionals of tomorrow so everyone aware of what domestic violence
committed to increasing awareness cer really is,” said Oliverio.
Barefoot Truth performed on the steps of
tainly makes the future look bright.”
Heaton also has a Myspace page at the Slavin center after the 5K walk. The band
http://www.myspace.com/torilynnheaton has recently performed in New England col
that she uses to reach out to other victims leges such as the University of Rhode Island,

West Point Academy, Saint Anselm College,
and Salve Regina University.
“The Barefoot Truth were great. They
really added to the event,” said David Pucino
’10. “I’m glad they were able to come out
and support us. It was really exciting to hear
them in that acoustic format.”
According to Oliverio, Barefoot Truth per
formed free of charge because they wanted all
the money to go to benefit domestic violence
awareness and victims. Barefoot Truth con
sists of Will Benoit the singer/songwriter, Jay
Driscoll the lead guitarist, Andy Wrba the
bassist, and Garrett Dufly the harmonist.
According to Ashton, she, e-mailed
Benoit to ask them to play at the 5K walk.
The organizers were unable to pay the
band money, but they instead gave the
band publicity. The band was mentioned
in the advertisements for the event - adver
tisements in the form of e-mails, mailbox
stuffers, school newspaper ads, school
events publications, and PCTV. The tshirts that were given out to the 5K partic
ipants included the bands name on the
back. They also got the band’s music
played in McPhail’s. And since Board of
Programers (BOP) was a co-sponsor of the
event the band has been asked backed for a
paid show.
In addition to raising money to stop
domestic violence, the sailing team is
attempting to raise $70,000 for a new fleet
of ships. The fleet of ships the team uses
now is not big enough for the entire team
to practice together. According to Ashton,
the team has been performing better at
regattas (a boat race) and has been working
all semester to raise the funds.
“We feel that we are very fortunate to
have had so much success throughout our
season; we wanted to give back to our
community in any way that we could,”
said Ashton.
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Student Athletes Give Back to Community
Melissa Silvanic ’08
News Staff
Most members of the Providence
College community are probably unfamil
iar with the Student Athlete Advisory
Committee (S.A.A.C.). The S.A.A.C. is
an organization composed
PUBLIC of student athletes from
SERVICE colleges all over the coun
try who participate in com
munity service projects.
“We are a student athlete organization
focusing on community service. Two ath
letes from each team represent their sport.
We meet bi-weekly on Monday nights to
discuss involvement in the community,”
said Kate Lyons ’08, a member of the
Women’s Tennis Team.
Every school with an athletic depart
ment has a Student Athlete Advisory
Board, and Providence College is part of
the Big East S.A.A.C. conference. The
Providence College S.A.A.C. board
organizes community service, sponsors
athletic events, and plans various Volun
teer programs.
“We have one faculty advisor, Jill
LaPoint, who helps to direct our meet
ings,” said Lyons.
One of the leading organizations that
the Providence College S.A.A.C. com
mittee works with is the Boys and Girls
Club. The Big East has a strong nation
al connection with the Boys and Girls
by

Club, which adds to the Providence
College volunteer commitment.
“It’s great having a partnership because
it’s all the athletes and all of the Big East
that are involved with the Boys and Girls
Club,” said Lyons.
The entire S.A.A.C. committee attend
ed a Christmas party with the Boys and
Girls Club on Wed, Nov. 5, where they
celebrated the holiday by baking cookies
and playing games with the kids of the
Boys and Girls Club.
“Our entire department takes tremen
dous pride in the work of our Student
Athlete Advisory Council. In addition to
their tremendous commitment to commu
nity service, our council provides valuable
input in Department, Big East Conference,
and NCAA matters,” said Jill LaPoint, fac
ulty advisor. Throughout the year, each
team is expected to complete four commu
nity service projects.
Most of the projects involve working
with children, but some teams do branch
out. In the past, they have worked at
homeless shelters, raised money for needy
organizations, and participated in Relay
for Life.
“We also have the Friar Cup which is a
competition between every sports team at
Providence College,” said Lyons.
The winner of the Friar Cup is deter
mined by which team has the highest com
bination of team GPA, the best team

record, the largest amount of completed
community service, and the highest num
ber of other games attended.
“Every team chooses two home games
that are Friar cup games, so everyone tries
to attend those two,” said Lyons.
The winner earns a trophy, which was
captured by the softball team last year.
Members of the committee are pleased
to report that even members of the busiest
teams on campus attend the meetings, as
both men and women from Providence
College’s various athletic teams put effort
into the committee.
“We have been very pleased with the
leadership provided by the 2007-2008
S.A.A.C. Executive Board. In addition,
the commitment and dedication of the
team representatives has been outstand
ing,” said LaPoint.
This year, they were able to vote on leg
islation for the Big East.
“We discussed issues the NCAA was
thinking about passing and we reported
back to the Big East about whether or not
we were in favor of it,” said Lyons.
The S.A.A.C. also asks various guest
speakers to attend the meetings in order
to expand their horizons. They have had
the student body president, the director
of compliance for Providence College,
and a representative from the Boys and
Girls Club.
A positive experience for the

women’s tennis team this year has been
a relationship with a children’s group
called Ishi-Dojo.
Ishi-Dojo is an organization that chil
dren can attend after school in order to
learn martial arts and self-defense. The
Providence College Women’s Tennis team
worked directly with the kids, helping to
expose them to tennis, and the kids showed
the tennis team some of the martial arts
skills that they had acquired from attend
ing Ishi-Dojo.
“We brought them in and taught them
some tennis skills. We also went there and
they taught us some martial arts and self
defense,” said Lyons.
The mission of the committee is impor
tant to its participants.
“We really just wanted to get our name
out there because I don’t think a lot of peo
ple realize that we’re not just here to play
sports. We want to get involved. We want
to strengthen the bond of the Boys and
Girls Club. It’s a new relationship and we
want to get to a more personal level with
some kids,” said Lyons.
In coming years, the Student Athlete
Advisory Committee hopes to become
even more involved with more events.
They hope to start sponsoring parts of
school events such as Midnight Madness
and letting members of the Providence
College community know of their positive
impact on community service in the area.

Mice: Residents Have Unwanted Roommates in Dorms
continued from front page

’10, and Lizz Vaghi ’10, have spotted at
least one mouse in their room. According
to Randles, she was alone in the room
when she saw a mouse run across the floor.
When her roommate, Nagurney, came
back to the room they moved all the furni
ture and things stored under their beds
looking for the mouse. However, they
could not find it. A short while later they
again saw the mouse scurry across the
room. They believe the mouse to now be
living in the heater.
“I e-mailed the fixit people and they
said, ‘if we don’t respond within 5 days
send us another e-mail,”’ said Nagurney.
“It took them the full 5 days to get to our
room. I think they could do a better job,
but they’re not doing horribly,” said Vaghi.
The Office of Residence Life placed
“sticky traps” in the girls’ room, but they
have not caught any mice.
“They [the mice] could have diseases. I
think that they should have taken it a little
more seriously,” said Vaghi.
Other fourth floor Aquinas residents have
also been having problems with mice. Allison
Ferlito ’10 and Jennifer Zinno ’10 spotted a
mouse in their room two weeks before
Thanksgiving break. They contacted the
Office of Residence Life immediately.
Residence Life did respond right away and
placed a couple of sticky mouse traps in the
room. According to Ferlito, within a couple of
hours of setting up the traps she and her
roommates found a mouse caught in one.
They have not found any more mice since the
initial incident. However, they can still hear
them in the walls.
“It’s disgusting, it’s deplorable, [and] it’s a
sign of filth,” said Zinno. “The issue of the
mice should have been solved already. Mice
are dirty animals and are not conducive to [a]
living environment.”
“I didn’t come to Providence College to
live in less than standard living conditions
and I hope this problem can be solved before
the New Year,” said Ferlito.
In addition to mice, Ferlito and Zinno
have also had problems with bugs in their
room. According to Ferlito, the problem
has persisted since they moved into the
room in September.
“I e-mailed them [Residence Life] a couple
of times a week about it,” said Ferlito.
An exterminator did come to look at the
problem. Sticky traps for the bugs were
placed around the room. The traps only
caught two bugs.
“We’ve been asking them [Residence Life]
to spray from day one and they haven’t,” said
Ferlito. “I know that there’s more to be done
that putting down a sticky trap. I would like to

the problem.
“I feel like they’re doing a pretty good
job,” said Ginllanza. “It’s kind of expected in
such a big building.”
St. Joseph Hall residents are also dealing
with a rodent infestation problem. Jeff
Anderson ’ll, Jamie Pelissier ’ll, and Dave
Castellano ’ 11, are residents of the basement
of St. Joseph Hall. The first mouse they saw
in their room was in September. They visited
the Office of Residence Life the next day to
report the sighting.
“We bought our own traps and we went
back to Res. Life and they brought another
trap,” said Pelissier.
Three mice have been caught under
Pelissier’s bed. The boys suspect that
the mice are getting into the room from
the heater.
“There’s been mice droppings all over the
room and on my desk,” said Anderson.
According to the roommates, Residence
Life did not take action after the first report;
however, after communicating further with
the Office of Residence Life they learned that
Residence Life had called an exterminator.
They had been told that the exterminator had
checked the room. As far as the three room
mates are aware, the exterminator never came
to their room.
“The college always responds as quickly
as possible when there are reports of mice,”
said Steve Sears, Dean of Residence Life.
“We recognize that this impacts the quality of
life of our students.”
According to Kevin Hillary, Assistant
Aquinas Hall is infested with mice. Residents on the first, third, and fourth floors
Dean of Residence Life, mouse problems
have spotted mice in their rooms. Students presume the mice are entering the
have persisted in St. Joseph Hall since last
rooms through the heaters. Some students’ have reported mice eating their food.
year. The problems with mice usually return
with the cold weather. This is year is the first
mouse found in the trap. According to the year of recorded mouse sightings in Aquinas
see action taken over break.”
Third-floor resident Michael Sciore ’10 girls, someone from the Office of Residence Hall and DiTraglia Hall.
had a problem with mice in his room from the Life comes every day to check the room for
Hillary visits rooms that have reported
signs of further infestation.
very beginning of the school year as well.
mice to Residence Life and places traps.
“It got into food,” said Spicer. “The wall
“My roommate had a mouse in his desk,”
“We’re [Residence Life Staff] not extermi
was crumbling but we don’t know if that has nators but we visit the rooms regularly,” said
said Sciore.
The students found a mouse nest in a draw anything to do with it [how the mouse got Hillary. “We work as a team with Physical
er of one of the desks when they moved into into the room].”
Plant.”
Catherine Ginllanza ’10 saw a mouse in
their room. According to Sciore, the nest was
Residence Life has given all students with
relatively fresh and had droppings in it. The her room on Nov. 25. She saw the mouse run mice in their rooms the option to relocate to
students e-mailed the Office of Residence into her room and into her closet. She imme another room on campus. The infested rooms
Life immediately and a couple of weeks later diately pulled everything out of the closet and will be checked regularly over winter break
someone came and put rodent poison under removed everything stored from under the for signs of mice.
bed directly across from the closet. Ginllanza
the desk.
Waithan Services Inc., an exterminating
Angela Green ’10 and Lauren Spicer ’10, e-mailed fixit directly after she initially saw company, has been contracted through
residents of third floor Aquinas, caught a the mouse. Someone from the Residence Life Physical Plant to solve the problem. The
mouse in their room. The first night they saw set up traps in the room the same day.
company will be visiting infested rooms on
the mouse it was around 10:00 p.m. and they
No mice have been caught in the room. If Dec. 6. They were previously responsible for
promptly called security. Security told them the girls do catch any mice they were instruct
ensuring the health and safety of Alumni Hall
that they would call Physical Plant. The next ed by the person from the Office of Residence and Raymond Hall.
day the girls went to the Office of Residence Life to e-mail fixit again and it would be
“The students have been very coopera
Life. A mouse trap was placed in their room removed quickly. According to Ginllanza, tive,” said Hillary.
and someone from the Residence Life staff she was told by the Residence Life employee
came within the hour to pick up the dead that an exterminator would be coming to fix

December 6, 2007

News

The Cowl 5

Falvo: Looks Forward to New Challenges Presented by the ROTC
continued from front page

opening at Providence College.
“I was taking night classes at PC and
while at night school, I noticed a posting
for the job of principle secretary and
central reservation and decided to
apply,” said Falvo.
Shortly after applying, Falvo was hired
to the position in 1992 where her responsi
bilities included standard office practices
such as paperwork, organizing files, and
scheduling campus meeting spaces.
Then in 1999, Falvo took a new position
as senior hall director and was promoted a
year later to apartment complex director.
During her time as both hall and complex
director; Falvo has worked in numerous
building on campus. As a hall director she
has worked in McDermott, McVinney,
Meagher, and Dore. And as an apartment
complex director she has worked in
Cunningham, Ditraglia, Mai Brown,
Bedford, and Davis. All of the different
locales that Falvo has lived in during her
16 years have given her a chance to meet
and interact with the many different stu
dents that have passed through the college
over the years, an experience that Falvo
has found to be very rewarding.
“Working with the students was great,”
said Falvo. “Just getting to meet different
people with different personalities and dif
ferent likes is just amazing and something
that I will really miss.”
In 2000, Falvo graduated from the
College with her MA in history. She views
Providence College as one of the best school
to study history at because of its talented staff.

COURTESY OF ARCHIVES

Deborah Falvo leaves Resident Life after 15 years to take on new challenges and
opportunities in the ROTC Department as she continues to help students at PC.

“I love studying history,” said Falvo.
“And some of the best professors in the
world are at PC so I couldn’t have asked
for a better college to go to.”
Falvo also looks to use the skills that she
has achieved as a student of history to help

her be successful at her new position.
“I think these skills will really help
me in my new job,” said Falvo. “Having
a background in history is good because
it teaches you how to research and look
ing up information, which is an essential

skill-set in any job.”
In her new position as human
resource technician for the ROTC
department, Falvo will be working
directly with ROTC students, helping
them get into the system, register for
classes and training, up until the stu
dents become commissioned and gradu
ate and head out to where they will be
stationed. She also sees her skills and
experience as a hall director playing a
key role in helping her relate to the
ROTC students.
“I think I’ll have a good understand
ing of what the students are going
through in regards to their schedules,
when they are busy with classes and
finals, and understanding their concerns
with classes and grades,” said Falvo.
“Having that kind of a background with
students will be very helpful for me in
this new job.”
Though she is moving on to a new
position, Falvo will still miss the people
and friends that she made as a hall and
apartment director.
“I enjoy my new job, but I’m going to
miss the student contact and not being
able to see all the people that I use to
meet and talk with every day when I was
working for Resident Life,” said Falvo.
Providence College’s Oiffce of
Residence Life has yet to announce a
replacement for Falvo’s vacant position.

The Cowl News Staff
Wishes Everyone a
Happy Kwanzaa,
Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah,
And a Happy New
Year!
Along with its Web Site,the Cowl
Online Staff is Looking to Expand.
If you have any Skills in HTML,
Java, or Web Design Then Stop by
Slavin G05 and Apply Today.
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School Works to Increase Donations From Alums
by

Mike Springer ’08
News Editor

The new Concannon Fitness Center, the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship Fund,
and the College’s Center for Catholic and
Dominican Studies are just a few services
I offered by Providence
CAMPUS College, which have been
NEWS made directly possible by
I alumni donations.
In total, contributions and grants
accounted for more than 2.7 percent of the
College’s revenue, or around $12 million,
last year, of which $8.5 million came from
alumni donations as the College’s Revenue
vs. Expenditures Report indicated. Tuition
fees, along with room and board, account
ed for the largest portion of the school’s
revenues, totaling around 86 percent.
However, over the last 10 years, the
number of alumni that have donated back
to the college has decreased significantly.
Last year, less than 20 percent of the
members from each of the classes of
1993-2005 donated back to the College
and the classes of 2003, 2004, and 2005
each had less than 10 percent of their
total members donate.
“About 10 years ago, we had about 40
percent of alumni giving back to the
school. That has declined over the last
decade, but we stabilized that last year
with 26 percent of alumni giving back.
And 26 percent of your alumni giving back
is a good percent, but we want to get that
up even further,” said Brian J. Shanley,
O.P., president of Providence College.
The class of 2006 posted the best num
bers of the different graduating classes
over the last 10 years, as 31 percent of
their total members donated back to the
school for a total of $31,375.00 last year.
“I don’t believe that PC is decreasing
in its alumni support,” said Kate Sembor
’09 who has worked in the Alumni
Office for the past three years, helping
to solicit donations.
“If anything, the improvements on cam
pus such as the new Concannon Fitness
Center and the many scholarships that PC
can offer students show that the school is
still getting a significant amount of dona
tions from alumni.”
Many attribute the decline in the donations
from younger alumni to the increased debt
that students face upon graduation. And
because Providence College relies heavily on
tuition fees to support itself, the only way for
the debt that student accumulate after gradu
ating to decrease is for the school to either
receive more money through endowments or
offer more need-based scholarships, both of
which can be helped achieved through dona
tions from alumni.
“I would like our alumni to give back to
financial need-based scholarships so that
our young alumni won’t leave with as
much debt because the debt that our young
alumni have is affecting their ability to
give back to the school,” said Shanley.
A report done by the Project on Student
Debt showed that students graduating from
private colleges in Rhode Island in 2005
had accumulated some of the highest debt
in the country, with an average of $22,000
per student, ranking R.I. tenth overall.
“A lot of alumni donate at a time in their
life when they have some extra money to
give back to the school, but also some of
them have a lot of different things going
on, such as younger alumni who often
have to deal with issues of debt and paying
off loans, which makes it harder for them
to donate right away,” said Sembor. “But
for the most part, a lot of alumni seem to
give consistently year after year.”
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Martin Hall is where Providence College fund-rasing committee works from as
they try to solicit more donations from alumni.

To further reach young alums, the col
lege is also using events such as career net
working, business lunches, and women’s
involvement fairs to keep young alum
involved with the school.
“Alumni participation is very important
for us, especially among the younger
alums,” said Robert Ferreira Jr., assistant
VP of alumni relations institutional
advancement. “We want the younger
alums to donate early on so that they can
feel apart of the donation process to feel
comfortable in giving a donation of any
size because their donations will help us
keep our bench marks up.”
Ferreira admits that while the College
may be behind some of its competitors in
regards to alumni donations, Providence
College is making vast improvements in
that arena.
“I think that we are behind some of the
other schools right now because they have
more advanced staffs and programs than us
and we just started a more aggressive tar
get approach through things such as major
gifts,” said Ferreira.
Major gifts are used to fulfill considerable
needs for a school, such as lights for an ath
letic field or computers for a classroom.
Currently, Providence College has four
members on their major gifts staff, a director
of major gifts and three major gift officials,
which is comparable in size to the other area
schools in which it competes against.
“It’s going to take a full-fledged pro
gram anywhere from three to five years
before you start to see results, but we

have a very good school and a lot of loy
alty from PC grads.”
One of the factors that goes into determin
ing which school will receive the grant is each
school’s need, the school’s plan, what the
donation will specifically be used for, and
alumni participation. A strong amount of
alumni participation will help Providence
College compete for grants against schools
such as Fairfield University, Stone Hill
College, Boston College, Holy Cross, and
Loyola College in Baltimore.
“We’re on the right track now and we
want to start doing a program on planned
giving which will be our next big push,”
said Ferreira. “We are also starting to be
more aggressive in getting companies and
foundation to donate to the school.”
Companies such as Barnes & Noble,
Exxon Mobil, and Citizens Bank, are
some of the biggest donors to the
school, each contributing over $20,000
to the college last year. And many com
panies will even match gifts that
employees give to educational institu
tions up to $5,000.
Other ways in which the school raises
money from alumni are through its
National Alumni Awards. The National
Alumni Awards are a biennial event in
which 5 to 6 alumni are nominated for var
ious awards such as the personal achieve
ment award, Faithful Friar Award, and the
Exemplary Citizen Award.
Currently, there are three distinct funds
that alumni can give to. There is the annu

al fund or PC Fund, which is a non-restrictive fund. This means that the college can
use the donation any way it chooses.
There is also the Capital Fund, which is a
restrictive fund and limits the college’s use
of the donation to only the specific func
tion as mentioned explicitly by the donor.
There is also the athletic fund.
“I think as we become a more recog
nized school-a hotter-harder to get into
school-it will make our alumni more likely
to give back. Our alumni are proud of
Providence College and as we get better,
than the degrees that they have get better,
and I think that our alumni are proud of
that and want to help use become an even
better institution,” said Shanley.
Alumni across the country also help
bring in money by hosting their own
fundraisers as well, with some of the
more successful fundraising events
being the Brian McPhillips Golf
Tournament in Boston and events held
by the New Haven Club.
“We have a golf tournament in Boston
that does well, raising $25,000 annual
and the New Haven Club raises between
$25-45,000 depending on the year and
we are doing a wine tasting in the sum
mer and hope to raise around $30,000
for that,” said Ferreira.
“I’ve found that alumni love to give
back to the school. Typically, alumni like
to give to a number of different programs
such as scholarship funds,” said Sembor.
Scholarships have become an increas
ingly popular way for alums to donate to
the school. One of the newer scholarships
that alum can give to is the National
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund,
which has been created to provide more
need-based scholarships.
“[The scholarship will] maintain
Providence College’s traditional role as a
stepping stone to a better life for young
people of limited means,” said Mike Wood
’77, national alumni association president.
“It is our responsibility as alumni to ensure
that young people from challenging eco
nomic backgrounds continue to have the
opportunity to attend Providence College.”
Wood hopes to raise $50,000 within the
next three years for the fund.
The college has also hired Ruffalo
Cody, a private marketing firm, to help
with the phone call solicitations, a service
previously provided by Providence
College students. Direct mail is also anoth
er factor that the school uses in order to
reach alums.
But the biggest factor for Ferreira and
others in will be keeping the school’s rep
utation amongst alumni high. Ferreira
believes that if the college can continue to
do that, then the school can be become
increasingly successful gamering dona
tions from alums.
“We have a great school with a great
reputation among alumni and a lot of loy
alty from alums,” said Ferreira. “People
leave here with a great feeling about their
whole experience at Providence College.
It’s just a great place because it’s like a
family here.”
Shanley also views the feeling that
alums leave the school with as having a
pivotal impact on the college’s future with
in the next few years.
“The good news is that our alumni love
us and the high affinity amongst alums
makes me optimistic,” said Shanley. “And
I am confident that in the next five years
we can turn our numbers around and
increase the amount of money and the
number of donors for the school.”

Visit www.TheCowl.com for Up to the Minute
News on Providence College
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Congress:Students Talk About Curriculum Changes
guage. You’re getting exposed to a lot of
the culture and I think a lot of us don’t
take that into consideration. Most peo
ple think we’re just learning a language
that we’ll just forget after two semes
ters. I think you’re getting exposed to a
lot more than that,” said Clubs and
Organizations Chair Yara Youssef ’08.

continued from front page

phy in Civ, and maybe to cut down
requirements it can be lowered to one
ethics requirement,” said Jacquie DeSisto
TO, academics member at large.
Andy Fechtel ’08, Executive presi
dent, asked the group for positive feed
back regarding the theology and philos
ophy requirements.
“It would be nice to take two ethics cours
es, but how feasible is this?” asked Sarah
Highland ’08, senior vice president.
Adams then moved the group to the
next issue regarding core requirements:
the possibility of a new cross cultural
understanding proficiency and foreign
language requirement.
“This is an important topic to discuss
because it is likely to be passed because
many of our competitor schools have sim
ilar requirements, so this is your time to
get your opinions out,” said Adams.
Adams also discussed the adding a for
eign language requirement. The benefits
would include changing the outlook of
PC’s issues with diversity, increasing par
ticipation in the study abroad program, and
creating more culturally aware students.
The disadvantages were also mentioned.
They ranged from adding to the extensive
list of requirements at PC and to the ques
tion of: wether a foreign language require
ment is beneficial for students.
“I think this is a great idea because
everyone can benefit from this. Someone
might take a language class and decide
they love it. Learning about other cultures
is one of the most important things,” said
Kate Lyons ’08, class representative.
Rachel Miller ’10, student life food
chair, refuted the benefits of the additional
requirement.
“I don’t feel like taking one language
course will make someone develop profi
ciency for diversity. I’m a Spanish minor
and if I have kids in my class who are tak
ing the Spanish class just to get a require
ment, that’s going to bring the level
down,” said Miller.

"--------------------One course or two courses
learning about Islam or another
culture isn’t going to achieve
what they’re looking for. It [has
to] be something that’s constantly
gone over and constantly revisit
ed, something like Civ, for two
years.
Ryan Donnelly ’08
------------------------------------------"

MATT LONGOBARDI’10/The Cowl

Michelle Palermino ’09 and Andy Fechtel ’08 lead the debate in front of Student
Congress regarding Judicial Review and DWC.
“I just don’t understand why there’s a
cross-cultural understanding proficiency
plus the foreign language requirements. If
you want diversity you can get it through
one or the other,” said Meaghan Durigan,
Elections Chair.
“I feel that this is no different than
high school. In high school most kids

Who is the one professor at Providence College

whose teaching has been truly inspiring and
transformative?
On behalf of Providence College, which has long considered teaching an integral
part of its mission, the Teaching Award Selection Committee (TASC) i nvites
nominations for the Joseph R. Accinno Faculty Teaching Award . This award
recognizes a current tenured faculty member who not only demonstrates excellence
in teaching, but also conveys a passion and enthusiasm for learning, and shows
concern for students’ academic and personal growth.

It’s easy - just go to

http://www.providence.edu/cte
and click on the nomination link.
or
To submit a hard copy nomination, please respond to the following :
1. Name of professor you are nominating:

2. How long and in what capacity have you known this nominee?
3. Please write two to three paragraphs explaining why you think this professor
should get an award for teaching excellence. Be sure to include examples as to
how this professor's teaching has been transfo rmative and inspiring.

Submit to the Center for Teaching Excellence in Feinstein 303 or at
cte@providence.edu.

Thank you!

have taken two years of a foreign lan
guage,” said Sarah Highland ’08, senior
class vice president.
The concept of learning the culture of
a country while taking a foreign lan
guage was fervently debated.
“I think you learn a lot more than a
language when you take a foreign lan

“One course or two courses learning
about Islam or another culture isn’t going to
achieve what they’re looking for. It [has to]
be something that’s constantly gone over
and constantly revisited, something like Civ,
for two years,” said Ryan Donnelly ’08, sen
ior class president.
Students focused on the practicality
of the requirement and whether or not it
will actually benefit the students.
“Twelve thousand dollars is what it breaks
down to. That’s a lot of money to be wasted
on something I’m not going to remember
after taking two courses. I could take some
thing towards my major, something that I
think will be more useful. Especially when
there’s already so many requirements, that’s a
lot of money to be spent on something that
I’m not going to remember afterwards,” said
Executive President Andy Fechtel ’08.
Adams brought Student Congress’
issues and concerns to the Faculty
Senate Meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 28.
Student Congress meets every Tuesday
at 4:30 p.m. in the Slavin Fishbowl.
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British Teacher Pardoned by Sudan’s President
By Molly Vaughan ’08
World Staff

Africa: Sudan

British teacher Gillian Gibbons, 54,
was caught in the middle of a religious
controversy in Sudan last week when
she was arrested and jailed for naming
a class teddy bear “Mohammed.”
Gibbons, a teacher at a school for
wealthy Sudanese and British expatri
ates, asked her seven-year-old stu
dents to name the stuffed animal as
part of a school project.
Muslims make up a large majority
of the Sudanese population. The
country has a known reputation for
hard-line religious beliefs. In Islamic
cultures, any images or representa
tions of Allah and the prophet
Mohammad are considered extremely
taboo. Therefore, naming an object
Mohammad is deeply sacrilegious.
Because Gibbons was initially
charged with insulting religion, incit
ing hatred, and showing contempt for
religious beliefs, she could have
received a sentence of 40 lashes or jail
term of up to a year.
Once the story of her arrest broke,
the British press went into a frenzy,
calling for her release and for the
British
ambassador
from
the
Khartoum district to step down.
Gibbons was ultimately only
charged with insulting religion last
Thursday. She was immediately sen

tenced to fifteen days in jail. After the
verdict was announced, over 1,000
Sudanese gathered for a protest out
side of the presidential palace.
Waving swords and clubs, the demon
strators promised to fight for their
Shet.
Some even demanded
ons’ execution.

NPR.ORG

Gillian Gibbons reunited with her son, John, and daughter, Jessica on Tuesday
morning, after she was pardoned by the Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir.

Many of the protestors appeared to
be from the Sufi groups, wno specifi
cally emphasize reverence for
Mohammad. MSNBC reported that
although there were no obvious signs that
the government organized the protest,
such a large public rally could not have
taken place without official assent.
Gibbons was first held in a women’s

Leadership Stressed at 20th AIDS Day
By Amanda Silk ’08

World Editor
Health

Saturday, Dec. 1, was the 20th
World AIDS Day, organized by the
United Nations. Ban Ki-moon, United
Nations secretary general, issued a
statement on the U.N. AIDS Web site,
“The theme of this World AIDS Day
is leadership. Without it, we will never
get ahead of the epidemic. Today, I
called for renewed leadership in erad
icating stigma associated with HIV. I
applaud the brave individuals who
live openly with HIV, who advocate
tirelessly for the rights of HIV-posi
tive, who educate others about AIDS.”
In South Africa, the 46664 cam
paign organized a huge, international
concert in Johannesburg to raise AIDS
awareness. South Africa has the high
est incidence of infection in the world.
Further, the government has been
recently been advocating HIV/AIDS
treatment, which is remarkable given
its denial of the epidemic in the past.
In the United States, President
George W. Bush called for Congress
to increase the financial aid directed to
combating HIV/AIDS to $30 billion
over the next five years, which would
be twice the amount of money the
United States has currently committed
to the effort.

prison in the Omdurman district of
Khartoum, but was soon moved when
protests grew more hostile.
Gibbons’ family, who were able to
speak to her by telephone, said that she
was in good spirits while in custody.
Gibbons’ British supporters not
pleased with her fifteen-day sentence.

In India, where two and a half mil
lion people are infected with AIDS,
the “Rea Ribbon Express” began its
journey. The train, which sports a
giant red ribbon decal covering its
side, will travel almost 16,000 miles,
making various stops to educate vil
lagers about the disease.
in China, the 57th Miss World
Beauty Pageant was held on Saturday,
purposely coinciding with World
AIDS Day, in order to raise aware
ness. In addition, pictures the presi
dent of China, Hu Jintao, shaking
hands with an AIDS patient appeared
on the state-controlled newspapers, in
an apparent effort to promote inclu
siveness.
While the United Nations recently
reported that the number of people
with HIV/AIDS has reduced, it is still
believed that 33 million people world
wide are infected. Nelson Mandela,
former president of South Africa, told
BBC, ‘The trend is encouraging but
still for every person receiving treat
ment four others are newly infected.”
Despite the scientific and social
progress made regarding HIV/Aids
treatment and awareness, many global
leaders believe more still needs to
be done.
Secretary General of the United
Nations Ban Ki-moon, has posed a
challenge to the governments of the
world at a speech in New York, “I call
for leadership at all levels to scale up
towards universal access to HIV pre
vention, treatment, care and support
by 2010,” according to BBC.

“We are extremely disappointed that
the charges against Gillian Gibbons
were not dismissed,” Foreign
Secretary David Miliband said, in a
statement obtained by CNN, “Our
clear view is that this is an innocent mis
understanding by a dedicated teacher.
Our priority now is to ensure Ms.
Gibbons’ welfare, and we will continue

to provide consular assistance to her.”
Muslim groups in the U.K. and the
U.S. also denounced Gibbons’ sen
tence as too harsh. Religious leaders in
Sudan, on the other hand, were report
edly pleased with the sentence - how
ever, most did not call for protests.
The influential Council of Muslim
Scholars had urged the government on
Sunday not to pardon Gibbons, saying
it would damage Khartoum’s reputa
tion with Muslims around the world.
Over the weekend, two British
Muslim politicians were sent to Sudan
to negotiate with President Omar ElBashir. On Monday, they were able to
secure Gibbons’ release through a
presidential pardon. “I have a great
respect for the Islamic religion and
would not knowingly offend anyone,”
Gibbons said in an official statement.
“I am looking forward to seeing my
family and friends, but I am very sorry
that I will be unable to return to
Sudan.” She was flown back to Britain
after the pardon.
The controversy may have started
with a small stuffed bear, but it has sig
nificant international ramifications.
The case came at a time when the
United Nations is already chastising
Sudan for dragging its feet when it
comes to the deployment of peace
keepers in war-tom Darfur.
Sudan does not want to damage ties
with Britain, but the intense protests
last Friday were a stark reminder that
the Sudanese people oppose Western
interference.

The Sunny Side
Positive News Stories in a Negative World

Environmentally Friendly Indonesia
By Jenny Arvanaghi ’10
World Staff
Asia: Indonesia

According to a World Bank report,
Indonesia is the third largest green
house gas emitter in the world.
Deforestation, land clearing and forest
fires are all causes of this harmful
environment condition.
In response, President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono announced a
nationwide project to plant nearly 80
million trees in an attempt to set a new
world record and reverse the negative
effects of deforestation.
President Yudhoyono’s plan is part
of a campaign launched by the UN cli
mate change talks last year.
The president himself joined in the
planting of the trees, in Bogor, west
Java planting approximately 1000
native trees.
Yudhoyono declared these trees are a
gift to the world and he emphasized
Indonesia’s seriousness about protecting
the environment.
President Yudhoyono stated to the
state news Antara, “We have been neg
ligent in the past, now we have to get
our act together.”

Although Indonesia has this benevo
lent plan, they still need financial sup
port from developed nations to protect
its remaining forests in the future.
Indonesia has the world’s fastest
deforestation rate.
Therefore it can use any help it
receives to prevent the destruction of
the remaining few forests.
The president also urged other coun
tries throughout the world to join in the
effort to decrease deforestation and to
help the current global warming threat.
The country is planning to host a
global conference from December 3rd
to 15th to discuss the rules and sharing
of contribution between developed
nations and developing nations to
reduce gas emissions.
Many developing countries continue
to struggle with global warming
because they have the limited capabil
ity to prevent it since they are strug
gling with the effort to eliminate
poverty.
President Yudhoyono stated, “The
world must assist Indonesia with tech
nology and finance, so that the coun
try’s limited budget could be shared
for education, decreasing unemploy
ment, health and developing small,
medium enterprises and some for car
ing of environment,” according to The
Associated Press.

World

10 The Cowl

Major Breakthrough in Stem Cell Research
By Brett Corrigan ’09
World Staff

Health

A promising scientific break
through that will significantly ease the
controversy surrounding stem cell
research was recently announced by
the University of California, San
Francisco (UCSF). The new research
can produce stem cells from human skin
cells, by reprogramming the cells.
According to official UCSF reports,
stem cell researcher Shinya Yamanaka
MD, PhD, a senior investigator at the
school, worked along with colleagues
from Kyoto, Japan to find an alterna
tive to embryonic stem cell isolation
that is expected to “accelerate the
pace of stem cell research.”
Previously, scientists were attempt
ing to advance medical technology
and medications using embryonic
stem cells, which are isolated extract
ing them from a fertilized embryo (a
fertilized oocyte). These cells, extract
ed from a wnat is known as a blast
cyst in the embryo, are then allowed
to grow and divide in a Petri dish
where they can then be “coaxed into
becoming neurons, muscle cells, liver
cells, or other cell types” these cells
then “might be able to....... replace
diseased tissues of organs in patients,”
according to a speech by Deepak
Srivastava, MD on June 7, 2006.
Using this technique led scientists
to kept hitting roadblocks however,
because many individuals both in and
outside of tne scientific community

ethical stem cell research in June.
This new discovery, coupled with
the President’s support for ethical
research has scientists encouraged that
the rate of progress will rapidly
increase. By specializing these stem
cells for certain areas of the body, doc
tors may be able to regenerate dam
aged tissues and avoid rejection, since
the cells have been developed from the
skin cells of the patient. Scientists are
also working to use these cells to pro
duce therapeutic proteins for those
who may have a deficiency in a certain
type of protein, such as introducing
cells, which would make insulin with
in a diabetic patient.
While there is still a lot of work to
be done, as to how these specialized
cells will be generated and ensured to
agree with the body to which they are
reintroduced, Yamanka”s work has
helped research immensely, both in
terms of funding and in providing an
easier and safer method to generate a
high volume of stem cells.
?‘The rapid application of this
approach to human cells has dramatical
ly changed the landscape of stem cell sci
ence,” said Dr.Deepak Srivastaa, “Not
Shinya Yamanaka Md, PhD, along with col only does this discovery enable more
research, it offers a new pathway to
leagues in Kyoto, Japan have developed a
breakthrough method to stem cell research. apply the benefit of stem cells to human
disease,” he added.
When commenting on his break
Yamanaka and his colleagues found
that human skin cells could be just as through research, Yamanaka said, “We
effective as embryonic stem cells, are now finally in a position to make
without causing harm to any human patient-specific stem cells for thera
being at any stage of life. This news pies without fear of rejection and to
comes just months after President make disease-specific stem cells that
Bush called on congress to pass legis will reveal the underlying cause of
lation authorizing additional funds for many human diseases.”

were increasingly worried about the
ethical implications surrounding
extracting an embryo which would
have otherwise developed into a
human fetus, seeing it as the equiva
lent of taking the life of an unborn
child.
As the debate over the legality and
ethicality of the research became more
heated, scientists such as Shinya
Yamanaka continued to look for alter
native methods to obtain these same
stem cells, without pushing the ethical
boundaries many, including President
George W. Bush were against.

Week
in
Review
By Jared Ozga ’09
World STaff
Local
Positive Findings for R.I. Wildlife

Economic statistics pertaining to
wildlife refuges and their effects on local
economies was released this past Sunday.
Rhode Island's Ninigret Wildlife refuge
located in Charlestown, RI has shown
very promising results with local revenue
figures.
The Refuge produces enough rev
enue that for every dollar the local
government puts into maintaining and
staffing the fowl reserve, the Refuge
itself inputs $6.25 back into the local
economy. Ninigret wildlife reserve
attracts roughly 250 different species
of bird, 60 of which are said to nest on
the reserve.
The report entitled "Banking on
Nature 2006: the Economic Benefits to
Local Communities of National Wildlife
Refuges", quotes Charlie Vandemoer
who is manager of the Rhode Island
National Wildlife Refuge Complex as
saying, "It's clear that conserving lands in
the state for the benefit of natural
resources and the public is an important
element in our economy."
National
Imus 'Show to Resume

Oddly Enough

Beer Burglary

In Dublin, Ireland, 450 kegs of beer were stolen from the Guinness brewery on Nov. 29.
It is estimated that the truck driven out of the yard had a trailer containing 180 Guinness, 180 Budweiser, and
90 Carslberg kegs. At wholesale, the entire loss was at least worth 64,000 euros.
Ironically, the robbery took place the day that Ireland’s National Police Service instated the new traffic pro
gram, Freeflow. The program hopes to prevent traffic and stop drunk-drivers around the Holidays.
Now the officers at check points are also searching for any large and suspicious quantities of alcohol.

The Washington Correspondent
by

Ddwa Gingles ’08, World Staff a

Mary Kate Nevin ’09 Reports die Latest International News

Middle East Peace Conference Held in United States
The United States is taking the lead
on peace negotiations in the Middle
East, hosting talks for the first time in
nearly seven years to seek reconcilia
tion of the longstanding conflicts in
the region.
President George W. Bush launched
the process last week, commencing
dialogues on Tuesday, November 27,
in Annapolis, MD.
In attendance were Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas, Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and other
Arab leaders to address the most fun
damental sources of the conflict
between Palestine and Israel.
At the heart of these are the issues of
Palestinian statehood and borders,
claims to Jerusalem, and the fate of
Palestinian refugees given Israel’s desire
to be recognized as a Jewish state.
“We will use our power to help you
as you come up with the necessary
decisions to lay out a Palestinian state
that will live side-by-side in peace
with Israel,” President Bush told
Abbas and Olmert outside the White
House, expressing his prioritization of
and commitment to this process.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
added that, while the task is daunting,
the possibility of making significant
progress toward reaching an agree
ment is real.
“The Annapolis conference has
been the beginning, not the end, of a
new serious and substantive effort to
achieve peace in the Middle East,” she
told CNN News.
“This work will be hard; it involves
risks and sacrifices for all concerned.”
“To be sure, the issues to be
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resolved by both parties are very chal
lenging,” she continued. “But difficult to
resolve does not mean impossible to
resolve.”
Abbas and Olmert issued a joint
statement Tuesday outlining principles
that will guide future talks, such as a
promise to “propagate a culture of
peace and nonviolence” and “bring an
end to bloodshed, suffering and
decades of conflict.”
They have agreed to meet biweekly
in the hopes of a resolution before
Bush leaves office in January, 2009,
and to adhere as much as possible to
the three-phase “road map for peace”
proposed in 2002 by the United States
United Nations, European Union and
Russia. Negotiating teams will meet
for the first time on December 12
The last time the U.S. convened a
Middle East peace summit was in July
of 2000 Held at Camp David, the con
ference brought together then-Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak and
Palestinian Liberation Organization
leader Yasser Arafat to tackle issues left
unaddressed in previous conventions.
However, no agreement was reached.
Critics anticipate a similar fate for
these meetings, citing the difficulty of
producing a substantial solution for the
deep-rooted conflict in such a short time
frame and calling the talks little more
than a last-ditch attempt to restore Bush’s
image in the Middle East.
“I think by and large the Israeli public
want a two-state solution and that they re
willing to make concessions,” said polit
ical analyst Yossi Alpher to BBC News.
“But they’re also very doubtful that any
progress can be made.”

Another potential obstacle to sus
tainable peacemaking is the deliberate
exclusion of Hamas, the extremist
Palestinian faction holding the elected
majority in the Palestinian Authority
but widely regarded in the U.S. and
Israel as a terrorist organization.
Hamas will not be sending delegates to
the meetings and publicly denounces
the summit’s legitimacy.
“The Palestinian people will not be
bound by anything tne Palestinian
Authority agrees to in Annapolis,’
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh said in a
televised address.
There have been, however, expres
sions of hope from both parties, most
notably in their willingness to make
concessions for the sake of compro
mise Israel has already begun releas
ing over 400 Palestinian prisoners as a
gesture to Palestine’s government, and
Olmert declared Israel was “prepared
to make a painful compromise, rife
with risks, in order to realize these
aspirations” of peace in the region.
Another positive development is the
participation of the Arab community,
with many countries showing solidarity
in their attendance even though some
have no diplomatic relations with Israel.
This is especially significant for Syria
and Saudi Arabia, both of which have
sent officials to Annapolis.
“I think we learned the mistakes of
what went wrong in Camp David - the
absence of Arabs, the absence of the
international community, the support
system that should be provided by
many parties,” Palestinian negotiator
Saeb Erakat said. “This is what’s being
done today.”

Resident “shock-jock” Don Imus
was set to resume his radio show past
Monday. Imus was fired and taken off
the air after some crude remarks eight
months ago. Tickets for Imus's come
back show were selling for $100 a
piece, with the money going towards
the Imus Ranch for Kids with Cancer.
“I will never say anything in my
lifetime that will make any of these
young women at Rutgers regret or feel
foolish that they accepted my apology
and forgave me,” Imus said in an inter
view with CNN. Monday's show fea
tured guests including Senator and
presidential hopeful John McCain and
Chris Dodd.
International
Global Warming Conference will be in Bali

The United States is to play a pivotal
role in the upcoming United Nations
conference on global warming. The
conference is to be held on the island
of Bali where plans for improving the
world's pollution issues will be dis
cussed among other global concerns.
The summit will attempt to persuade
developed and developing countries to
enact legislation that will dramatically
reduce carbon emissions by 2009.
“The negotiations have to move
faster and more decisively here in
Bali,” said Kenyan Environment
Minister Kivutha Kibwana, the outgo
ing president of the conference, which
met last year in Nairobi.
“We have an opportunity ... to save
the environment and save the planet
earth for future generations.”
The conference will also attempt to
severely limit the emissions of major
carbon polluters such as China and
India, but the debates will concern
mostly the terms “commitment” and
“mandatory” pertaining to participa
tion in the emission caps being dis
cussed.

Breaking news,
updates and weekearly features coming
soon to

TheCowl.com
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Something Condoms Prevent HIV, Too!
PC Prevents HIV/AIDS Awareness Week from Sharing Information
To Scream
About
by Andy Kowal ’10
Commentary Staff

SOCIAL

by Ben Perry ’10
Commentary Staff

CAMPUS

Last week was HIV/AIDS Awareness
Week and groups like Campus Ministry,
Amnesty International, and SHEPARD
did a great job raising awareness
through different events. All these
groups put in so much time and effort to
educate the campus community about
this horrible epidemic. My only criti
cism is that there was not a lot of talk
about prevention. Although I cannot
confirm this, I heard that the administra
tion did not allow these groups to dis
cuss condoms or any other form of pre
vention besides abstinence. If this is not,
in fact, the case and I somehow missed
the information then I apologize in
advance for this article. If, however, this
is true then a few things need to be said.
Not only is presenting abstinence as
the only preventative measure from get
ting HIV and AIDS ridiculous it is also
irresponsible. I understand that this is a
Catholic school and that the mission of
the College is to present Catholic values
and that the school cannot be seen as
promoting premarital sex or the use of
artificial prophylactics. However, you
can simply state that, along with absti
nence, latex condoms are another way to
prevent the spread of the disease. How
hard is that to announce? Personally I do
not see that statement as anything more
than presenting the facts and certainly

The way I see it, the Civ program is a lit
tle bit like communism: It’s nice in theory but
the execution leaves something to be desired.
Theoretically, Development of Western
Civilization is an interdisciplinary course in
which students are exposed to the primary
historical, philosophical, artistic, theological,
and literary ideas from the beginning of civi
lization to modem times. Unfortunately, this
course is not as inclusive as the college
would have us believe. In fact, because of the
immense amount of progress in varying
fields of knowledge, the professors of the Civ
program are forced to pick and choose what
to cover, and the exposure students are given
to the topics in the class is not enough for a
complete picture to develop.
First-year Civ is actually relatively effec
tive. Generally, most students are fairly
familiar already with the early civilizations,
have a moderate grasp of Greek mythology,
and have at least heard of Socrates and
Plato’s ideas. Civ in this context serves to
bolster existing knowledge and place it all
into context. By the second year, however, as
ideas get more complex and views change
with increasing rapidity, the number of stu
dents familiar with the works of each partic
ular and specific philosopher or theologian
decreases exponentially, but instead of
spending more time examining these ideas
and how they affect the overall growth of civ
ilization, professors are forced to quickly
summarize and make generalizations about
indefinable concepts such as “Romanticism”
by Lauren Ross ’08
or “The Enlightenment.”
Guest Commentary
As ideas get more complex and special
ized, the concept of the Civ program begins
to fail. Not only is it more difficult for stu
About three weeks ago, I signed onto
dents to fully comprehend intricate thoughts,
Facebook to see that I had a group invitation
but it is vastly more difficult for professors to
from Colleen, my friend Kevin’s sister. It was
teach. Each professor has his or her field of a group called “Help Find Kyle
expertise, but the Civ program forces them to
Fleischmann—MISSING” At first I thought
teach outside their expertise. The inclusion of it was a joke. I knew that Kyle Fleischmann
three or four professors per team is an was Kevin and Colleen’s cousin, but was
attempt to negate this problem, but it fails wondering why I received a group invitation
about someone I only knew by name. I nor
miserably. If the literature professor is an
expert in Shakespeare, then the lecture on mally ignore invitations like this, but out of
curiosity, I clicked.
Chaucer is going to be much less impressive.
Kyle Fleischmann, age 24, 6 feet tall, and
In my own experience, I have had professors
about 180 pounds went missing the night of
stand in front of the class and apologize for
their lecture in advance, because they spent Nov. 8 into Friday morning, Nov. 9. He was
the night before looking up the information | last seen at Buckhead Saloon in downtown
Charlotte, N.C. Surveillance cameras cap
on Wikipedia. Naturally, the entire lecture
tured Kyle leaving the bar at 2:20 a.m.
afterward felt like a complete waste of time;
the professor obviously had no more knowl According to cell phone records, he made
edge on the subject than we did. This is a three calls within the time that he is unac
severe and insurmountable failure of the pro
counted for: One to his sister at 2:19 a.m.
gram—it would be much more efficient to
right before he left; one at 3:28 a.m. to his
allow students to learn from professors who
best friend, and one a minute later to his
have a background in the knowledge they
roommate. No messages were left and since
impart. This is the purpose of the core cur then no one has heard from him.
riculum; there is no reason to have an exten
I know very little about Kyle
Fleischmann. I know that he is related to my
sive core curriculum and the Civ program,
friend Kevin, lives in North Carolina, grad
and it is clear that the usual core curriculum
covers the same material in a more in-depth uated from Elon University, and based on
the stories Kevin has told me, is a pretty funand effective manner.
lov-ing, good-natured guy. I joined the
Recently, Providence College revised the
Civ program, theoretically making an Facebook group the next day, and everyday
since I have religiously checked the group to
improvement, but all they actually changed
see if there are any updates. So far, no infor
was a couple of words with the effect that
mation has been revealed concerning Kyle’s
now, on top of the original philosophy, litera
current whereabouts.
ture, art, history, and theology; mathematics
The Facebook group, created by
and science shall now be included. They
Fleischmann’s best friend Daniel Scagnelli
have given the program more material to
includes 64,930 members to date.
cover, and less time to cover it in, thus neces
sarily further reducing the amount of time
Scagnelli’s intention has been to notify as
many people as possible about Kyle’s disap
DWC/Page21
pearance and to keep the word spreading.

not advocating either over the other.
By promoting only abstinence they
seem to be living in an idealized
Catholic world in which no one in col
lege engages in sexual intercourse.
According to AIDS Project RI, by the
age of 19, 50 percent of females and 60
percent of males have had sex. 40,000
Americans become infected with HIV
every year and almost half of them are
under the age of 25. This is a serious
medical crisis and simply hoping that
people will not have sex is an irrespon
sible way to approach it.

"-------------------------------Just because you may
feel uncomfortable or do
not approve of
something does not mean
you have the right to
withhold valuable
information that is
important to health.

----------------------------------- "
If you went to your doctor’s office
and told him you were a smoker and
you were worried about getting lung
cancer he/she would tell you to quit
smoking. He/she would not tell you that
you should not have smoked to begin
with so now you are in trouble and there
is nothing you can do. If you had high
cholesterol, your doctor would tell you
that, among other things, eating
Cheerios helps lower your cholesterol
and can prevent a heart attack.
So why is this situation any different?

It is different because we are not talking
about eating Cheerios or quitting smok
ing, we are talking about having safe
sex. And whenever the word “sex”
comes up, especially at this school, peo
ple begin to get nervous. As college stu
dents ranging from ages 18 to 22 are we
not mature enough to discuss sex with
out seeming to “promote” it?
A few weeks ago there was a panel
discussion/lecture on international
human sex trafficking, but when the
advertising posters went up they only
read “human trafficking.” The humans
are being trafficked for sex. You can call
it whatever you want but that is what it
is. Are we that puritanical that we can
not even read the word “sex” on a bill
board, even when it refers to a lecture on
a horrible reality existing in our society?
We need to seriously examine our cul
ture on campus. Offering facts and sta
tistics is not the same as endorsing or
condoning behavior. Just because you
may feel uncomfortable or do not
approve of something does not mean
you have the right to withhold valuable
information that is important to health. I
have no problem with abstinence being
offered as the most effective way to pre
vent the spread of HIV but people also
deserve to know that if they are having
sex, using a latex condom every time
significantly lowers your risk.
The students at this school are
extremely intelligent, moral, and
responsible. So let’s present them with
all the facts so that they can make
informed decisions.

Missing Person: A Plea and Warning
This remarkable rally of support has cap
tured the attention of Larry King, America’s
Most Wanted, ABC, Fox News and Greta
Van Susteren—all of whom have reported
on Kyle’s story.
So much emphasis is placed on the fact
that girls should never walk alone at night,
and how they should always be with a group
of people that they know and trust. With guys
it is a different story. They are made to feel
like they can take anything that comes their
way. They are indestructible. Walking alone
from a bar on a Friday night is nothing. But
what we need to realize is that anything can
happen and, more importantly, to anyone.
Kyle Fleischmann is a pretty decent sized
guy who could probably take on someone
that tried to get in his way. But what about
five guys who might try to prevent him from
getting home? Chances are, no one can take
on five guys at once, and chances are that this
situation happens much more than we think.
The same night that Kyle Fleischmann
went missing, a group of us were downtown
in Providence, celebrating my friend’s 21st
birthday at McFadden’s. When the time came
to leave, the birthday boy—feeling pretty
good—was talking to a group of girls, so we
decided to let him continue chatting. We piled
into a couple of cabs heading back to PC, fig
uring that our friend back at McFadden’s
would do the same in a minute’s time.
We were back on campus for about 15
minutes when we realized that he hadn’t
returned. When we called him—and finally
reached him after several attempts—we
found out that he was still downtown, alone,
and without money for a cab. We immediate
ly grabbed the first sober driver we could
find, jumped in the car, and six minutes later
picked him up from Kennedy Plaza—an area
we all know is not the safest of spots. This
was the first instance that came to mind after
hearing about Kyle Fleischmann. Anything
could have happened within those six min-

Kyle Fleishmann, age 24, was last seen
in Charlotte, NC. If you have seen him
or know anything about his disappear
ance please call (704) 258-7782.

utes it took us to get downtown.
This commentary serves as both a warn
ing and a plea. It is a warning in that we
must all be aware of our surroundings at
every moment. We must make sure to
account for everyone we are with and never
leave anyone behind, whether it be at a bar
or a few houses down on Eaton Street. We
are not invincible and as Kyle
Fleischmann’s story has gone to show us,
anything can happen. This commentary is
also a plea in that I am asking any who reads
this to spread the word about Kyle
Fleischmann. Please join the group on
Facebook and keep supporting the search.
The more people that see Kyle’s picture, the
more people that become aware of his dis
appearance and the greater the chance of
finding him.
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CLARIFICATION
It has come to my attention that my recent cartoon featuring the Mr. PC
pageant in the Nov. 8 issue of The Cowl could be interpreted as offensive.
The comic depicted a Caucasian contestant being chosen over several
African American contestants because “the winner is supposed to repre
sent the PC campus.” It was not my intention to alienate the minority pop
ulation here at Providence College, nor to suggest that they do not stand
for Providence College's values. The cartoon was meant as social com
mentary, and was actually meant to criticize the very fact that we have
such lack of diversity within the student body. I would like to thank those
who brought this to my attention, and apologize for any confusion I may
have caused.—Eric Fulford ’08

Eric Fulford ’08
Commentary Staff

by

TOO
HOT FOR
WORDS

December 6. 2007

Letters to the Editor:
The runt of the pack strikes back!
It is about time somebody stood up for
Dore Hall and all its residents. For too long
this building has been kicked around as the
proverbial runt of the residence hall litter.
(See Ms. Maryclaire Dugre’s article “Res
Life Proves Not So Suite” in Nov. 15 issue
of The Cowl issue with comments such as,
“I began to worry if I would even be able to
secure a place to live next year save a single
in Dore Hall) As a two-year Dore girl, it is
tiresome to endure odd glances or sympa
thetic comments because of my residence,
and my home. It would also be tiresome to
hear a litany of the merits of Dore Hall, so

let’s suffice it to say that I find it a great
place to live. The girls in those dreaded Dore
singles are strong, confident, independent
women, who are delightful neighbors.
People complain about a lack of diversity at
Providence College, so we should be grate
ful for a place like Dore that, while not for
everyone, provides another option for living
at PC. I hope this letter is taken in the spirit
that it was written, with an air of whimsy
and a hint of truth, and I hope dear ol’ Dore
can get a little respect.

—Elizabeth Weber ’ 10

Dislike for Gore should not incinerate this inconvenient truth
I’m writing this in response to Mark
Scirocco’s article in the Nov. 15 issue of The
Cowl, “Cool it with the ‘Global Warming.”
OK, Mark, we get that you don’t like Al
Gore. I think everyone who has read the arti
cle gets it. It seems to me however, that your
dislike for the former Vice-President has
blinded you from seeing the reality that is
occurring in our world today. The infonnation given in the article seems way off track,
considering that the information about the
“cool down” from the New York Times was
in the 1930’s and the 1970’s. “Gore is simply
attempting to remove any and all debate from
a subject that scientists have disagreed on
over the past 100 years.” I don’t know if you

have checked any of the information since the
1970s, but a majority of scientists in our mod
ern day have concluded that much of the
effects of global warming have occurred in
the past 10-20 years from the dramatic
increase of technological advancements and
globalization. Wake up and smell the toxic
fumes. Whether you like Gore or not, his
work for bringing this increasingly dangerous
and alarming information in the spotlight is
quite honorable. And, if you choose to ignore
this information, which you obviously have, I
suggest you move to New York City in 20
years and see just how very wrong you are.
—Nicole Chininis ’09

Apathetic No More
“Everyone knows about the Budweiser
Clydesdales, but few have seen the
majestic beasts who deliver Wild
Turkey Bourbon to the world.”

by Aiden Redmond ’08
Commentary Staff

POLITICAL
I am not the kind of person who usually
takes up causes when it comes to issues on
the Providence College campus. I hardly bat
an eye when new flyers get put up in my
building, Mai Brown, but maybe that is
because there is still a flyer in the front door
warning me about a campus-wide power
shutdown over Thanksgiving. About a month
ago, however, a flyer was put up in the Mai
Brown elevator that profiled one of the
Hurley International contracted janitors at
PC, encouraging students to help support the
contracted janitors at PC to fight for better
wages and benefits.
My immediate reaction was, “Man, some
one should do something about this.” But I
then walked over to my room and forgot
about it. I kept seeing the flyer as weeks
passed and kept thinking the same thing with
out lifting a finger to take action or even so
much as talk about it with other people. After
reading Mike Springer ’08’s article in the
Nov. 15 issue of The Cowl about the apathet
ic nature of the PC student body, it made me
realize that I too am part of that apathetic sta
tistic. I do not vote in student congress elec
tions, I rarely go to on-campus events when I
can hang out in my room, and up until recent
ly, I really did not care either.
It is not as though Springer’s article was
groundbreaking news for me since it is kind
of obvious that PC seems to have a pretty
apathetic feel to it, but it helped to put a mir
ror up to our faces if anything else. I have had
my fair share of character building” summer
jobs over the years: Garbage man, elemen
tary school janitor, landscaper, and street

sweeper to name a few. It was not until I
found myself covered in the stink of other
people’s garbage and worked alongside the
janitors that cleaned up after me for my entire
life that I realized the importance of this line
of work. The service that is provided to
Providence College by the contracted janitors
at Hurley International is one that has gone
unnoticed and unappreciated by the PC com
munity for far too long.
As a community, we rely on the presence
of these contracted janitors and we take for
granted what a complete cesspool this cam
pus would be without them around to clean
up after us. Theirs is a dirty job, but it is one
that has never gotten the respect and admira
tion it deserves. It is borderline criminal that
janitors, of all people, should be the ones
fighting for better wages in any circumstance.
I still remember getting my first check as a
garbage man four years ago and my boss say
ing to me, “You can’t get paid enough to do
this kind of work.”
Maybe this is my way of breaking the
habit and doing something instead of waiting
for someone else to sort out a problem that
affects everyone at this school. About a
decade ago, I remember watching my dad go
up to a garbage man that had just thrown out
our trash and give him a bottle of champagne
for Christmas. I did not understand then why
my dad gave the garbage man that gift, but it
is very clear to me now.
I never expected a “thanks” from people
when I was taking out their garbage or
picking up the cigarette butt they had just
thrown on the ground because people
never seemed to notice. Now is not the
time for apathy, and unless we all want to
start driving to the dump every week to
take out our own trash, something needs to
be done about this injustice.

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let
ters to the editor from all members of the
I rovidence College community, as well as outside

contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name,
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address
where he or she can be reached. Articles will be
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is
given consideration for publication will be con
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to
700 words in length, and only one will be pub
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev
er, please inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the

editor are the opinions of the writer only and do
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to
549 River Avenue, Providen’ce, RJ. 02918, Slavin
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to fhecowl@providence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in
Slavin G05. Call 401-865-2214 with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to:
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence,
R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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BAD
TRIBUTE
BLUES
by C.W. Tompkins ’09
Asst. A&E Editor

I ’m Not There: Soundtrack
Various Artists
Sony

A soundtrack is supposed to be a repre
sentation of the film it is recorded for.
When the subject of your film is arguably
the most recognizable American artist of
the 20th century there is
ALBUM
a lot of pressure in comREVIEW
piling
emblematic
music. I’m Not There is
a mash in its own right, depicting Bob
Dylan’s story as a series of reinventions
and personality developments illustrated
by seven different actors taking on basical
ly the same role.
The album made for the film is repre
sentational in that respect. Various artists,
with the same idea in mind, attempt to add
their unique manners to different Dylan
tunes from the original 1967 bootleg.
However, it is hard for these musicians to
pinpoint the essence of Bob Dylan or add
their own voice to his material.
Many of the songs feature a super group
formed by Sonic Youth’s Lee Ranaldo
called the Million Dollar Bashers, and they
backed some of the assorted artists. The
band is made up of guitarist Ranaldo; Tom
Verlaine, ex-front man of ’70s indie band
Television; Nels Cline from Wilco; key
boardist Jonh Medeski from Medeski
Martin and Wood; and Tony Garnier,
Dylan’s current bass player. When I first
saw this lineup I was floored with anticipa
tion, but when I got the album home I was
almost immediately disappointed.
The first song featured Eddie Vedder
doing “All Along the Watchtower.” First
off, Vedder is given a perfect opportunity
to get back to his grunge roots. He could
have brought back that gritty, guttural
vocal style we all remember and love from
the old Pearl Jam; I am talking “Jeremy”
from Ten and “Glorified G” from Vs.
because that is what the song calls for. But
instead he almost croons it, and no one
wants to hear Eddie Vedder croon. The
band is over the top as well. If nothing
else, this album is over-produced. Though
the super group does stick closely to the
original arrangements, it sounds almost
alien because of the quality.
Basically the album progresses along or
near this line. It seems as though a lot of
the artists who come forward to pay hom
age to Dylan get nervous and unsure of
their respective quirks and styles. Take
Stephen Malkmus for example; he is
known for his whiny, emotional tone but
on this album he sings “Ballad of a Thin
Man” completely straight, with nearly no
emotion at all. Then there are the other
younger singer/songwriters like Jack
Johnson, Sufjan Stevens, and Mason
Jennings who do their renditions with such
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The Opera Comes to PC
by

Neil Andrew Francisco ’10
A&E Staff

‘Tis the season to be jolly. People are
always joyful during this time of the year.
Who wouldn’t be? People get presents,
they get a break from their busy lives, and
best of all, they get to
CAMPUS
wear tacky sweaters
FEATURE
and take pictures in
front of fireplaces.
Beyond these modem traditions of Santa
Claus and the exchanging of gifts, people
tend to forget what Christmas is originally
meant to represent, which is the birth of
Christ. This does not mean that other rea
sons to celebrate cease to exist. People are
also encouraged to spend this time with
their families, enjoy the happiness that
Christmastime brings, and of course, sing
Christmas carols. These modem traditions,
however, have produced many different
celebrations in the arts. Movies such as
Miracle on 34th Street and A Christmas
Story are classics that portray these
Christmas virtues. This weekend, howev
er, Amahl and the Night Visitors comes to
Providence College, reminding us of the
original meaning of Christmas, a celebra
tion of thanksgiving for the coming of
Jesus Christ.
Amahl is a pious, crippled boy who is
visited by the Three Kings who are on their
way to find their newborn king, referring
to the child Jesus. The Three Kings visit
the house of Amahl so that they can stay
the night to rest. While they are resting,

Amahl’s mother tries to steal gold from
the Kings, in an attempt to help her son
with his illness. The gold is meant for the
Child Jesus, so the Kings’ servant hinders
the attempt. Seeing the means of Amahl’s
attempted thievery, King Melchior allows
her to keep the gold because the child they
are seeking will have no need for wealth in
building His kingdom. The mother feels
remorse in her actions, and wants to send
a gift with the Kings to this wondrous
child. Amahl offers his crutch, because he
has nothing else to give away. In offering
the crutch, his leg is magically healed.
Amahl goes to Bethlehem with the Kings
so he can give the child Jesus thanks for
the miracle of healing.
The director of this opera is David
Harper, who is the coordinator of vocal
studies and the director of musicals at PC.
When asked about the cast of Amahl,
Harper stated, “All the principal characters
are outstanding in their roles.” He is work
ing with a familiar group of people, with
Kevin Black ’09 as King Kasper, Nicholas
Hebert ’09 as King Balthazar, and Nancy
Anastadis ’08 as Amahl’s Mother. All
three have worked with Harper previously.
Now, all three, including Marie Putko ’ 10,
will be starring in the spring production,
Funny Girl. Aside from the musicals, they
have all been members of Harper’s
renowned opera workshop. Harper was
also excited to work with Elizabeth Grace
’09, Thomas Leschke ’10, and James
Parker 111 ’09.
David Harper directed Amahl five years

ago in Guzman Chapel. This time, howev
er, he will be utilizing the Angell
Blackfriars Theatre in the Smith Center for
the Arts. Also, he now has a full orchestra,
the first full collaboration between the
music and theater departments.
Hillary Nicholson, the stage director,
has very high expectations for this produc
tion. She stated, “There has been a great
deal of interest in Amahl." She is also
expecting a full house for both nights and
wishes that there could be two more per
formances. She also hopes for future col
laborations between the music and theater
departments. When asked about the cast,
Nicholson stated, “The harder these per
formers have worked, the more they seem
to have enjoyed the process, as they dis
cover that they are encouraged and able to
add details of their own which make their
performances come alive.”
Amahl and the Night Visitors has
become a Christmas tradition. In fact,
Amahl was the first Christmas special to be
annually presented on television. It is usu
ally performed around Christmastime,
more specifically on Christmas Eve, the
first performance being in 1951. It is a
one-act opera composed by Italian-born
American composer, Gian-Carlo Menotti.
This wonderful and inspiring story comes
to Providence College this Thursday and
Friday at 8:00 p.m. in the Angell
Blackfriars Theatre. Student tickets cost
$5.

Last Week’s Top Movies:

Movies Opening This Week:

This Week’s Album Releases:

Top Rated Television Shows:

1. ) Enchanted
2. ) Beowulf
3. ) This Christmas

1. ) The Golden Compass
2. ) Atonement
3. ) Grace Is Gone

1. ) Wyclef Jean—Carnival II
2. ) Ghostface Killah—The Big
Dough Rehab

1. ) Dancing with the Stars Results
2. ) Dancing with the Stars
3. ) Shrek the Halls
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POLITICAL PONDER
Once a month, Commentary will feature members from PC Democrats and College Republicans in a
special forum to better inform YOU about the issues at hand.

This Month’s Topic: Health Care
by Emily Vistica ’10
Providence College
Democrats Member

America spends more money on
health care than any other country in the
world, according to the Institute of
Medicine. Why then, are we the only
wealthy, industrialized country that does
not extend that health coverage to
everyone?
According to the Department of Health
and Human Services Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, one in five
Americans can not afford adequate health
care. Health care should be universal
because all Americans have an equal right
to access medicine and medical procedures
in order to live a healthy life.
Many opponents will argue that
America does not have the money to ade
quately implement a universal health care
system. We are, however, already spend
ing more money than any other country on
health care. And of course with the issue
of government spending, the Iraq War
immediately comes to mind. To cite the
American Friends Service Committee,
during the first four years of the war we
spent $72 million a day on the war, which
leads one to wonder why we can always
find money for war but never health care.
In just one day of the Iraq War, America
could instead give 423,529 kids health
care. These numbers are true, but I do real
ize that just because the numbers match up
does not mean that it can be implemented
that easily. But what one should under
stand from this fact is that health care is
possible; America is spending billions of
dollars on the war when instead that
money could be going to better people’s
lives by providing them with health care.
Although many may feel that Michael
Moore’s documentary Sicko is one-sided,
it does bring up many good points which
our society should not and can not ignore.
Moore’s film forces us to realize the evil
within our country when people are turned
away from health care and even those who
are insured are denied proper health care.

The Institute of Medicine states that
every year, approximately 18,000 peo
ple die just because they don’t have
access to proper health care. These peo
ple don’t die of old age or incurable dis
eases, but purely because they are
denied the right to health care. In a
country as wealthy and industrialized as
the U.S., it does not seem right that our
own people are dying due to the inacces
sibility of a resource we have.
The issue of health care affects every
one. Maybe you don’t feel it affects you
because you are upper-middle class and
are insured by your parents, but when a
crisis strikes it is scary to think that the
person who has your back and controls
your future is not the doctor who is
trained to help you, but the wealthy
health care company who focuses pure
ly on making a profit. In countries with
universal health care, the first concern
of the doctors is how to help the individ
ual; in America we are run by companies
whose goal is to scam the patient out of
receiving the care they need.
There are many misconceptions
instilled in the minds of Americans
about universal healthcare. The impor
tant thing to realize is that these ideas
are untrue. I encourage people to either
watch Sicko or research facts about uni
versal health care in other countries
compared to our health care system.
Access to day-to-day medical help
and life-saving procedures are not privi
leges earned by some, but should be the
right of every person.

Cameron Durant ’ll
College
Republicans Member

by

The United States is blessed to have one
of the highest quality healthcare systems in
the world. But the recent surge of prescrip
tion drugs costs and high prices for treat
ment have sent the average man into a whirl
wind of anxiety. Costs have driven many
people to reexamine how they live their
lives. Many offer solutions to this problem
but no group has proven its capability of
overcoming the errors of the industry more
so than the Republican Party. Our country's
healthcare system was established to pre
vent, treat, and manage illnesses and the
well-being of our citizens. Today, the pur
pose of the system is impeded because of
problems in Medicare, health insurance
policies, and the burden doctors face
because of false malpractice suits.
Medicare, one of the government's
administered health insurances, lacks a
strong fiscal reasoning by denying seniors
access to the free market system. In 2001,
Medicare improperly paid about $12.1 bil
lion in fee-for-service claims. This waste
and inefficiency is due to the high level of
bureaucracy. Change must be made at the
administrative levels. A reformed conser
vative Medicare program would provide
reimbursement at levels that would permit
providers to continue to care for patients.
Republicans believe in personal responsi
bility for one's needs. Flexible Savings
Accounts (FSAs) and Medical Savings
Accounts (MSAs) make a government

takeover of health care as anachronistic as
surgery without anesthesia. With these tax
friendly accounts, extra money can be car
ried over for the next year.
According to USA Today, the average
cost of a family health insurance policy
has for the first time topped $10,000. This
exorbitant price could be decreased dra
matically if laws at the state level were
changed. Many state legislatures demand
that certain benefits be included in policies
even if they are not wanted by the cus
tomer, causing an increase in costs for all.
Republicans believe in increasing funding
for community health centers and building
stronger public-private partnerships for
safety net providers and hospitals in
under-served communities.
Another burden on the system is frivo
lous lawsuits against physicians. The law
must be changed in order to free up the
system, save institutions from bankrupt
cy, and therefore lower the cost for treat
ment. Malpractice legislation currently
encourages health care providers to con
ceal even innocent mistakes. By capping
any damages for “pain and suffering” to
the maximum award of $250,000,
President Bush believes that the savings
to the economy will range between $60
and $180 billion. We must also open up
the flow of information concerning med
ical errors in order to save doctors and
their institutions from shelling out mil
lions of unnecessary dollars.
Bill Frist, a doctor and former Senate
Majority Leader, is the author of the mod
ern conservative policy on healthcare.
“America has the best doctors, the best
nurses, the best hospitals, the best medical
technology, the best medical breakthrough
medicines in the world. There is absolute
ly no reason we should not have in this
country the best health care in the world.”
The Republican Party has been dedicated
to fiscal responsibility for generations.
And through these policies the burden on
the health care system can be removed and
the average American can be ensured that
they are secured both medically and finan
cially with the assistance, and not the
interference, of the government.
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Tangents anil Tirades
Christmas movies make me jolly. There is a joy that I find in the holiday season that com
pletely voids everything else. The gift giving, the dinner, the presents, everything is surpassed
by one thing. Well maybe a collection of things. But that, my friends, is watching some of the
best movies ever made. Holiday movies and television specials practically own my life from
December first to the 26th. I’ve seen them all: From Clark W. Griswold all the way to Charlie
Brown.; from George Bailey and Clarence to Felix Unger and Oscar Madison (the Odd
Couple, Google it). Who can resist such classics like The Year Without a Santa Claus, or what
about that Saved by the Bell Christmas special where the gang realizes that girl from the mall
is homeless!? Honestly, tell me what is better than seeing Rudolph in all his clay-mation glory.
So this holiday season, after you’ve gorged yourself on Toll-House cookie dough and maple
syrup (thank you Will Ferell), relax in front of the television and get into the Christmas spir
it.—Mike Pettinari ’09
Jinglin’ Gibberish. Since the advent—no pun intended—of December threw us headfirst
into the holiday season and the Christmas songs have begun to usurp all the radio stations, I
am realizing for the first time how ignorant I am of the meaning of our favorite carols. Can
someone tell me what a jingle horse is? Perhaps it is a relative of the unicorn or the centaur.
Regardless, why is it not giddy-up-ing already? Also, I am at a complete loss when I attempt
to “mix and a-mingle in the jingling feet.” Dance Dance Revolution appears to have failed me.
Finally, when Frosty “thumpety thump thump thumpety thump thumps,” I am led to assume
he has morphed into a rabbit with excellent rhythm and is making his way over the hills in a
manner that demands our attention and praise. For some reason I feel this is a rather odd image.
Interpreting these cryptic carols has proved all but easy for me, and I fear that I am missing out
on a central part of the seasonal spirit. Someone should make an appeal to Webster to publish
a Christmas edition of the dictionary—it would be well-received.—Maryclaire Dugre ’10

A teddy bear named Muhammad. Two disturbing pieces of news have originated out of
the Muslim world over the past few weeks. First, a Saudi Arabian court sentenced a victim of
a gang-rape to six months in jail and 200 lashes because the 19-year-old girl was with an unre
lated male at the time of the rape and because she challanged the court. Second, thousands of
Sudanese Muslims are calling for the execution of a British teacher, who, it is reported “insult
ed Islam by letting her students name a teddy bear Muhammad.” The marching protestors
were carrying knives and sticks and shouting “Kill her! Kill her by firing squad!” If anyone
should be upset by such disgusting instances, it’s the modem liberal feminist movement. While
women and gays are given no rights under Muslim law, there has been very little outcry against
Islamo-fascism from any feminist or pro-gay group. Perhaps liberals should concentrate their
efforts on putting an end to incidents such as these instead of mocking and berating
Christianity. But maybe that’s the point. Radical Islam has no use for Christianity either.
Modem liberalism and radical Islam seem to have that in common.—Mark Scirocco ’10

Two weeks notice. Since this section is appropriately titled “Tirades,” I shall now rant
about something that has been bothering me for two weeks—the end of the semester. Not
that the upcoming conclusion of “Fall 2007” and the eventual month of vacation is upset
ting, but as the end draws near, the work piles on. Whether it is the professors who have
realized that they have not gotten to all the material, or we students who—oops—realize
that we only have a week to write that term paper that’s been on the syllabus since
September, the last two weeks of “crunch time” are miserable. I have actually considered
skipping the multiple cups of coffee and merely shooting up caffeine directly into my
veins. Seriously though, for the sake of sanity, get your work done, get through the end
of finals, and literally sleep for a month. You’ll need it—next semester is just around the
comer.—Jackie Kramer ’10

Reactivating the past. I have lost my student ID at least once every year since I have been
here at Providence College and this year was no different. Back in the day when I was a fresh
man, the price of losing this precious piece of plastic was $15. Now it has skyrocketed to $20.
This means I have spent $75 while I have been here at PC on IDs. Funny though, after losing
these IDs and paying the price I happen to stumble upon them in the oddest places the most
recent being in my Study Bible, which if you know me, I do not use often. Every year, when
it comes time to lose another ID, I always ask the same question before they take my money
to a place that will never be seen again: “Why can’t you reactivate my old card that I found?”
I do not think I have ever gotten a straight answer for this question. This time after losing my
ID I opted for the $3 temporary ID which gives you a week to find your ID. They deactivate
your missing card so no one can use it, but then if you happen to stumble upon it, they can reac
tivate it for you. So why is this any different for a card that has been deactivated for years that
you find in your Bible? Just something to ponder over break.—Shannon Obey ’08
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Live on the Edge:
Drink Tap Water
Betsy Rouleau ’08
Commentary Staff

bv

NATIONAL

The bottled water industry has hit yet
another milestone in their marketing
campaign. So far, they have successful
ly convinced the world that bottled
water is more convenient, more “natu
ral,” safer, and sexier than tap water.
Now, they have even convinced con
sumers that drinking bottled water is
good for the environment. A number of
companies have recently developed
their new “eco-shaped” bottles, making
customers feel proud about their pur
chases, leaving them thinking that they
are doing something good for the envi
ronment. Save the world, one eco
shaped bottle at a time. Right.
The new bottle is 100 percent recycla
ble, easier to crush, and made with 30 per
cent less plastic—and I just may be the
only person to find a flaw within this new
development. According to the Container
Recycling Institute and the Earth Policy
Institute, 80 percent of plastic bottles in
the United States become garbage, and the
making of disposable water bottles uses
millions of barrels of oil each year. This
new eco-bottle is a step in the right direc
tion, but the best choice is for consumers
to think about their purchases, to act as
stewards of our planet, and to skip the bot
tled water entirely.
Bottled water is a global industry
with profits amounting to $100 billion a
year, and it is simultaneously one of the
most wasteful and unnecessary indus
tries. The United States Congress and
The Environmental Protection Agency
both patrol the public drinking water
sources to ensure that there are legal
limits to pollutants that could affect
human health. In the United States, tap
water is carefully treated to eliminate
bacteria that have the potential to cause
disease. So what is really in that bottle
of water? While there are several bot
tled water companies that proudly dis
play their “natural spring” sources,
about 25 percent of companies merely
purify tap water through less conven
tional methods such as distillation for a
“purer” taste. And, if this water is clear
ly labeled as being purified or distilled,
the source does not have to be revealed.
You may be drinking filtered tap water

Tiny Tiaras and Sorry Standards
Taylor Trudon ’ll
Commentary Staff

by

CAMPUS

If you have ever seen the movie Little
Miss Sunshine, you have probably taken
notice of the scene where Olive Hoover
arrives at the Little Miss Sunshine beauty
pageant dressing room with her mother.
Amidst the chaos and clouds of hairspray,
one cannot help but stare at the dozens of
kindergarteners with fake spray-on tans,
more eye makeup caked on their faces
than Mimi from The Drew Carey Show
and Vaseline smeared on their pearly
whites for extra shine. With their 100watt smiles and sequined hot pink swim
suits, an entourage of mini Malibu
Barbies trot across a stage and at the ten
der age of five, are judged by a group of
adults based upon their appearance. No
pressure, kids.
I think my disgust for beauty pageants
resurfaced after reading the recent story
of Ingrid Marie Rivera, who won the
Miss Puerto Rico Universe pageant on
Nov. 23. Originally thought to be pepper
spray, an unidentified substance was
found to be saturated in her makeup and
on her clothing, making Rivera’s body
swell and break out into hives twice.

Though she managed to complete the
competition and put on a winning face for
the judges inbetween icing her body
backstage, her gowns, makeup and credits
cards were stolen as well. Coincidence? I
think not. Furthermore, the day before the
final competition, a bomb threat was
made that forced the cancelling of various
pageant events for that day.
It is sad to think that an individual
would succumb to such extreme measures
to sabotage the potential glory of another
person with a bomb threat, as it is just
plain pitiful to see the kinds of people that
take home the crown. Take the infamous
Miss America pageants that are just as
wholesome and classic as a glass of milk
and Oreo cookies. Nothing screams
American culture more than Bert Parks
singing, “Here she comes, Miss
America!” as a tear-streaming, mascara
running Miss I-Want-World-Peace makes
her way down the stage with her bouquet
of roses, waving to her adoring fans. (If
they really wanted to make a difference,
they would nix the whole pageant alto
gether and donate the thousands of dollars
to something worthwhile). Funny how a
couple weeks down the road, we will find
that this same underage person is livin’ it
up in New York drinking and using
cocaine. Lucky for people like Tara
Conner, who is in cahoots with Donald
Trump, you can just slide the issue under

the carpet and salvage that Miss USA
2006 title that you deserve. After all,
everyone makes mistakes. Better yet, you
can take a tip from Miss New Jersey Amy
Polumbo who smoothed matters over on
an interview with Matt Lauer after pic
tures of her on Facebook with her
boyfriend biting her chest were revealed.
I’m not saying that every pageant con
testant is a terrible or misguided person,
as some of them actually do care and
have ambitious platforms that have made
a positive impact. But why is it that these
girls don’t win? Why are the girls who
win the ones who are caught with the
nude pictures online (pre-pageant to
boot) or have substance abuse problems?
These girls don’t need a crown; they
need background checks. The world of
pageants is a twisted one: It not only tells
young girls that you can get by with a
pretty face, but it completely degrades
them. If every other time a new Miss
America or beauty queen that is selected
has to be dethroned or jetted off to rehab
like Lindsay Lohan, what’s the point of
having these competitions? Forget the
pageants: Take the ungodly amounts of
money spent on ball gowns and trophies,
and give it to someone who realizes that
there’s more to life than looking good in
a pair of stilettos and a swimsuit.

at a ridiculous markup, and if natural
taste is your only consideration, invest
in a Brita filtration system. In terms of
convenience, the benefits cannot be
denied, but financially, Americans
should realize the benefits of returning
to the tap.
Furthermore, we continue to waste
resources on the transportation of this
water. For instance, Americans drink
water from Fiji and neglect to remember
the costs of packaging, transportation,
and the subsequent toll it takes on our
rapidly diminishing resources.
In the United States, we have the abili
ty to provide citizens with a clean and
healthy drinking water supply. There are a
number of steps that occur before the
water reaches your faucet to ensure that
the water you drink is safe to ingest. There
are regions throughout the world where
clean water is a mere dream. Individuals
in Ethiopia walk miles each day to reach
their water supply, and people in the
Dominican Republic are constantly sick
from the bacteria in their water. The
United Nations has issued a statement
that, by 2025, more than two thirds of the
world will lack access to clean drinking
water. In a perfect world, all bottled water
would go to developing nations and
Americans would “rough it” by drinking
from the tap. Water is a human right, and
the bottled water companies have turned it
into a profit-making commodity.
“Going green” might be considered
trendy by some, a necessity by others.
The bottled water industry might be try
ing to improve their image by riding on
the coattails of the green movement at
the moment, but it is covering up the
greater issues at hand. Bottled water is
bad for the environment and is no better
for your health than municipally sani
tized water. With new campaigns such
as “Refill Not Landfill” and “Think
Outside the Bottle,” one can wonder if
the bottled water industry’s latest ploy
is a reaction to America’s realization
that bottled water should be on
America’s Most Wanted List.
Chicago has levied a tax on bottled
water and launched a campaign to
encourage residents to use tap water. Ann
Arbor’s city council recently prohibited
the sale of bottled water at city events.
The mayors of Los Angeles and San
Francisco have banned the use of city
funds on bottled water. Don’t waste your
money or your environment on it either.

DWC: So

Little Time
continued from page 19

allowable for each separate topic. In this man
ner, the College is ensuring that students
leave the Civ program with a basic outline of
what might have happened since the begin
ning of civilization but with a working
knowledge of none of it.
The supporters of the Civ program,
however, refuse to understand its ineffec
tiveness, or to even consider the claims
made against it. The program could be eas
ily improved by simply lessening the
scope of the history it has to cover or
focusing it more, but its supporters refuse
to let go of the lofty ambitions for the pro
gram, ambitions that far exceed the results.
Civilization has developed over the cen
turies, and governments have rewritten
constitutions as they have proven faulty,
shouldn’t too the very course that aims to
examine these actions follow that exam
ple? The Civ program is unique; it differ
entiates Providence College from numer
ous other schools, but it should not define
the school. It is time for an intense refur
bishment of the program, or perhaps a
complete abandonment of the overly ambi
tious project. It is time to allow students to
get a real education.
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Greetings
Season’s
Santa Claus, esq.,

Some call you St. Nick, and if you’re a
saint then you’re almost like a priest (close
enough), so would you mind hearing a
confession? I’m suffering from clausophobia—not the fear of small spaces but afraid
of you, Mr. Claus. Anyway, long story
short, when I was ready to make a
Christmas list, I found myself at a loss for
words. As such, I could only think of
seven things this year.

Ayo, Mr. Claus:
I like to think I tried to be good this year.
Except for that time during our champi
onship flag football game (Stoop Kidz,
what it is) when I was asked to “maintain
sportsman-like conduct and refrain from
vulgar language” after the ref made a
questionable call, I think I’ve been a pret
ty good kid. So I went ahead and com
posed a completely feasible list of possible
presents.
1. A Providence College version of Apples
to Apples.
2. An endless supply of Bagel Chateau’s
taylor ham, egg, and cheese on a mishmosh bagel from Westfield, N.J.
3. To bump into Tina Fey on the subway
and have her hand me a letter of recom
mendation for a paid internship for 30
Rock.
4. An intramural scholarship.
5. To be friends with Cyberfriar.
6. Floo powder.
7. A wiffleball game with my brothers and
John Olerud.
8. For Bruce to re-open Louie’s only to
juniors and seniors who know never to
request a song that doesn’t rhyme with
“shmancing in the shmark” or anything as
heinous as a mixed drink.
9. A ski lift/gondola from Bedford to
fourth floor Harkins.
10. That my friends will wake up, finally
realize that Rhode Island has all the cul
ture one could ask for, and won’t go
abroad.

Hugz,
Annmarie

1. Hakuna matata.
2. A better method of waking up in the
morning. When I hear an alarm clock
beeping I think, “This sucks. Why do I
have to get out of bed?” But what if every
morning a tiny kitten would come and lick
my cheek? Well, I would slowly yawn and
wake up with a big smile, thinking, “Wow,
I am so, so happy to start this day.”
3. To be at a bank when an armed robbery
occurs. Don’t worry about my safety: No
one ever gets shot. Positively, it will pro
vide me with a firecracker story I can still
tell when I am 70.
4. To stop hearing crap about Frodo and
Sam being gay. Contrary to this seemingly
rampant belief, there is no gay subtext in
The Lord of the Rings. When two male
buddies have to save the world alone, can
we perhaps see the fact that they sacrifice
for each other as something more than
symbolic Hobbit sex?
5. An end to the writers strike. Not that I
care about the writers ... I just want to see
a full season of Lost. No, I do care about
the writers. I just care about Lost more.
6. Duchamp’s “The Fountain.” This is a
urinal displayed in an art museum early
last century. The Fountain today is recog
nized by art historians as a great work of
art— on par with DaVinci’s “Mona Lisa.”
As my teacher claimed, it is “the ultimate
audience participation piece since it
requires you to become ‘The Fountain.’”
How nice would it be to pee and become a
piece of great art at the same time?
7. ) Okay, the biggie. I want... no, need a
promise (in the form of a promissory note)
that you won’t abandon my Christmas
wishes next year when I enter the “real
world” and discover that somewhere over
the rainbow are greedy businessman and
politicians, not fairy godmothers and talk
ing lions. I guess this is a final plea for my
youth and dreams.
Merry Christmas,
James

Dear Santer,

I’ve been prittay prittay prittaaay good this
year. So gimme these things:
1. Grecian 5: Look, I know I have a full
head of hair, but I also know that some day
it might not be that way. So my answer:
pre-emptive strike. Strike hard and fast.
Grecian 5 sounds cool too. 2. Pokemans. I
gotta feva. I need muh pokemans
3. Basic Instinct 2. Remember that one
scene in the first, with the legs? I heard
this time there’s twice the amount of that.
4. A dongle. Google that.
5. Hungry Man TV dinners. A man must
feed, Santer. A man must feed.
6. A Crandy Crane: That’s a candy cane
from Li Li Wok, in case you can’t read bro
ken English.
7. Sitar Hero. It’s like Bollywood but
interactive-ish!
8. Some sort of minor detrimental addic
tion. Keeps me going ya know? Something
to wake up for in the morning besides my
Laverne and Shirley DVDizzles.
9. A butt chin. That way when I say kiss
my ass people have choices.
10. I want to know what you want for
Christmas, Santer. Probably a divorce
huh? I imagine the Missus must have hit
that point in her life where her bosoms
aren’t quite as sweet as her gingerbread
cookies any more.
Good stuff, Santer.
One love to the nation,
Mango
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to you from A&E
Santa,
Dearest Santa:

Sorry to make things difficult for you sir
but these items are very important in my
five year plan and world domination.
1. The Good Year blimp with a party bus
attached to the bottom of it.
2. Dynamite... for fishing in the Long
Island Sound.
3. Every copy of Jeff Foxworthy’s “You
Might Be a Redneck If. ..’’Sol can destroy
them.
4. A book on Origami
5. Margaret Thatcher... Is it weird that I’m
attracted to her?
6. A football helmet filled with cottage
cheese... They mentioned it in Airheads
and it sounded like a good idea.
7. Breakin’ II: Electric Boogaloo... You
know for the kids
8. R2D2... Because I don’t have a vacuum
cleaner and Jim’s Roomba always breaks.
9. A cricket trophy. ..Sol can tell people
I play cricket.
10. A house-broken Chimpanzee that says
the word “Ficus” and carries a pocket
watch.

I have been extraordinarily good this year.
I’ve avoided procrastination, increased my
recycling, and I haven’t even muttered
curse words under my breath during Civ
tests. For these reasons (and a vast array
of others), I feel entitled to these things:
1. Peace on Earth (seriously).
2. Snow! I’ve asked for this every year
since I was sentient, but so far you’ve
failed to give me a white Christmas deep in
the heart of Texas. But I have faith that one
year you will come through. Now is the
time.
3. A lifelong supply of Wickenden Street
Blend from Coffee Exchange.
4. To find a place/have the time to go out
salsa dancing next semester.
5. That everyone for whom I’m buying
Christmas gifts will like them, because as
of now, I have no clue what to get anyone.
6. Lots of time to hang out with my sisters
over Christmas break.
7. A library like the one in Beauty and the
Beast. You can hold off on this until I’m
an adult with a permanent home, but I
thought I’d let you know in advance.
8. That my roommates would each have a
wonderful and relaxing Christmas break—
they have been working very hard and
deserve some rest!
9. That Sufjan Stevens would play in
Providence, and that I would get to play
the triangle in his band.
10. To spend less of next semester worry
ing about personal accomplishments and
more time learning about and loving other
people.

Respectfully yours,
C.W. Tompkins

Forever a believer,
Claire
Dear Santa,

I know I’m a little old for Christmas, but...

1. I either need some noise-canceling
headphones, or a better singing voice.
2. A lot of people asked for world peace
last year. Could you please work a little
harder on that?
3. Please don’t leave sooty footprints on
my Grandma’s carpet again. And watch
out... she has no intention of putting out
her Christmas Eve fire this year.
4. I’ve been asking for-the boxed Land
Before Time set for years. I don’t want to
believe my friends when they say I haven’t
gotten it because Santa Claus is really my
Dad, but I am starting to wonder...
5. Please fix the paper towel dispenser in
the library bathroom. Everybody always
wonders, “Is that water?” as I’m shaking
my hands off on the way out.
6. I would like a nice guy to take me on a
Christmas date that includes iceskating, a

ride on the glass elevator at the Biltmore,
hot chocolate, mistletoe, and a sleigh ride.
This would be perfect if it were snowing.
7. Could you switch to an eco-friendly coal
alternative this year?
Hydroelectric
power? Carbon reduction points? Wind?
8. A nice elf that would bring me a cup of
coffee at 2:00 a.m. Or a homework-doingmachine.
9. A magical force-field to stop my cousins
from jumping on me at 5:00 a.m. on
Christmas morning. Or you could arm the
elf from #8 with a baseball bat (just kid
ding).
10. A nice pet named Rudolph. You’ve
flown around the world enough times that
you should be able to make it in the dark.

Dear Santa,

Considering that I have yet to pay a visit to
Clubbies this year, I would assume that I
am still on the nice list, and I would great
ly enjoy for you to come down the chim
ney in that sexy red suit and grant me the
following:

We don’t have a chimney, but I’ll leave the
window open.
Dear Santa,
Thanks,
Sarah

I really think I deserve something nice this
year. I am under the constant impression
that my editor hates me, yet I have stood
my ground and kept writing. For it, I’d
like:
1. A first edition copy of the Summa
Theologiae, with the quinquae viae (Five
Ways) highlighted and/or underlined by
the man himself, Thomas Aquinas
2. Guitar Hero 4 A: Ukulele Edition
3. A Utopian Society
4. Martin Scorsese’s Vision
5. Five Platinum Rings
6. For people to stop making movies about
being the last person on Earth
7. That if the last person on Earth happens
to be Will Smith, that my soul somehow
breaks metaphysical barriers and slaps
him in the face.
8. A GOOD cinematic depiction of the
Homerian Epics, or at least one that does
n’t have Brad Pitt screaming, “Hector!!!”
the way he did in Troy
9. That I don’t catch you kissing my moth
er. She’s a married woman.
10. An official Red-Ryder Carbine Action
Two-Hundred Shot Range Model Air Rifle
I hope this isn’t too much to ask.
Sincerely,
Neil Andrew Francisco

1. All of my favorite old-school
Nickelodeon shows on DVD. My life was
forever changed when Stoop Kid left the
stoop and Doug went to the Beets concert.
Reliving these moments is imperative to
my happiness.
2. Free student cab service rather than
RIPTA, though I’m-sure I would miss
waiting out in the cold and all of the great
folks I meet on the bus.
3. Spice Girls reunion tour tickets. Enough
said.
4. To go back in time and kill whoever
invented Facebook. My life would be
much more productive this way.
5. For Jim and Pam to have a big awkward
office wedding and live happily ever after,
and name their first child Dwight.
6. A lifetime supply of Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups... yum.
7. An animated movie that does not
involve penguins. I just can’t take all that
dancing and surfing.
8. For something to actually happen in an
episode of The Hills.
9. To have Tim Gunn appear when I am
struggling with my next Civ paper and tell
me to “make it work!”
10. World peace and all that. Everyone
asks for it every year, yet you keep holding
out on us. What’s the deal?
Thanks big guy!
Alison
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No Competion for
These Old Men
by

James McGehee ’08
A&E Editor

In the past three-and-a-half years, I’ve
been to the movie theater more than 75
times. Only during two of those times did
I see something special and, I chance to
say, great.
The two movies are
MOVIE
Pan’s Labyrinth (2006)
REVIEW
and the recent release,
No Country for Old
Men. The former’s greatness seeps into
you by some slow osmosis. The latter,
directed by Joel and Ethan Coen (known
commonly as the Coen Brothers),
announces its greatness with a gong crash
at its opening. The gong does not resound
with the brashness of, say, Pulp Fiction’s
opening, when Tim Roth and Amanda
Plummer’s coffee chat at a diner shifts into
a hold up, or with the visceral edge of the
D-Day opening in Saving Private Ryan.
It’s a pianissimo crash of the gong, as
Tommy Lee Jones perfectly delivers a
speech over beautiful images of the south
west Texas landscape. A voiceover, no
matter its delivery, plus a montage of sce
nic images seems like nothing special for a
film’s opening. I wish people did not toss
around the saying “less is more” in art (as
in applying it to black canvases at modem
art museums) because when applied to No
Country, it’s a truism.
I won’t go into a whole lot of detail
regarding the film’s plot and characters;
not because that will spoil it, but because
you know the plot. Man finds a bunch of
money in a briefcase. Man slips up and
soon has a ruthless killer on his trail. Man
sends wife to her mother’s. He’s macho
and thinks he can take on the killer alone.
There’s also a kindly aging policeman in
the mix who likes drinking coffee while
his eager apprentice searches the newspa
per for clues. This is the formula for an
outdated, cliche crime thriller.
A few winter breaks ago, I watched my
first Coen Brother’s film, Fargo. Expecting
to see something great (thanks to Roger
Ebert’s rave review, in which he states,
“Films like Fargo are why I love the
movies”), I anticipated the closing credits
saying to myself, “Please let there be more.
This can’t be the end.” The curtain fell and
I couldn’t understand the film’s point or its
status as a great one.
Time has softened me to Fargo
(although I believe a few of my original
concerns stand) and to its credit, Fargo,
like No Country, takes another cliche con-

By Mary Pelletier 09
Photo Editor

A Muppet Christmas Carol
Directed by Brian Henson

Death by cattle gun:
Javier Bardem
(above) embodies
evil, even with that
ridiculous hair. The
Coen Brothers (right)
marvel over another
masterpiece.
PARAMOUNT VANTAGE

cept—perfect crime gone wrong—and ele
vates it. The difference between the films,
both in the crime/thriller genre, lies in their
cores. Fargo is a satirical black humor
piece that pokes fun at Minnesota natives,
their accents, and stupid criminals. No
Country for Old Men, however darkly
humorous at times, is deadly serious.
Fargo ends with Marge, its female police
chief protagonist, proclaiming the day
beautiful. Her speech heals wounds,
restores order. No Country ends with
Jones’ sheriff speaking, but his speech does
little to resolve the moral corrosion that he
(and the audience) has seen.
When you watch No Country (I won’t
accept ifs, unless you have a weak stomach
for violence, which though rare is accept
able and even preferable) pay attention to
three things. First, listen for music.
Suspense films (and stripped to its story
essentials No Country is basically, an exer
cise in suspense) work largely on their
scores which do most of the work in build
ing suspense. No Country is a study in the
minimalist use and even absence of music
without losing a suspenseful nature. Second
(and you won’t find this challenging),
watch closely Javier Bardem’s performance

as the killer Anton Chigurh, another excel
lent study in minimalism to the maximum
effect. Lastly, just enjoy the Coens’ ear for
everyday speech that has saved them in the
past, as in their mediocre character study
Miller’s Crossing.
Some will find it easy to view the end
ing as extraneous and drawn out. After the
denouement comes and passes, the sheriff
gets a little philosophical—a soft, ordinary
ending to a film that hits you so hard in
violent imagery and suspense. And yet, it
begins just as it ends. I now think about
the terrible ending to Hitchcock’s greatest
film, Psycho, in which the suspense fades.
The doctor comes out to explain away the
killer’s evil with some laughable Freudian
mumbo jumbo. The ending to No Country
stares into the problem of incomprehensi
ble evil and it sees no explanation and no
easy way out.
After hitting a slump in critical and
audience appreciation with their last two
films—Intolerable Cruelty (2003) and
Ladykillers (2004)—the Coens have taken
a formula and shaped it into something
undoubtedly great.

GRADE: A

Is Love Actually actually killing your
holiday spirit? Everyone loves a
Hugh Grant flick, but let’s face it: The
man is no Muppet. I’m pretty sure my
roommate has the only DVD copy on
this campus, and we are willing to
share. After all, if Kermit and the
gang can’t raise your holiday spirits,
nothing will. Including eggnog.

Unlikely Christmas Song:
Joni Mitchell
“River" from the album Blue
Reprise
Fact: The holiday season is stressful.
Presents to give, candy canes to eat,
the perpetual scent of pine in the air
. . . sometimes I just wish I had a
river—frozen, of course, on which to
skate away. Pop in “River” for a bit of
escapism this December - just try
not to focus on Joni’s broken heart.

Album Review: I’m Not There Soundtrack Lacks Spirit
continued from page 13

stifling reserve it leaves you wondering if
these guys are on horse tranquilizers.
The artists that do it right are those who
play with Dylan in mind but also see how
important it is to do it their own way. Karen
O from The Yeah Yeah Yeahs for example,
barks the words to “Highway 61 Revisited”
as she would any other song. And though
Ranaldo can’t quite get the music right on
a lot of the Bashers accompanied songs his
band Sonic Youth distorts the title track,
“I’m Not There” and claims it as their own
hauntingly melodic Youth tune.
The older guys like Willie Nelson,
Ramblin’ Jack Elliot, and Richie Havens
seem to be able to capture Dylan because
they are his peers, not wide-eyed Dylan
fanatics like Malkmus and Stevens. They
experienced a lot of the stuff that he did
and are probably just too old to be nervous
or too stubborn to try to change their styles.
The point is, though Bob Dylan may
represent America and its people, in some
way or another there is no possible way
anyone in the world could mimic his style

The Bible
by God
If someone knows what Christmas is
all about, it’s Luke, of Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John fame. That’s why this
week’s book pick is The Bible. That’s
also why Linus cited the “good will
towards men” passage to help out a
seasonally depressed Charlie Brown.
So grab the Good Book and flip to
Luke 2:8-14 for some spiritual rejuve
nation of your own.

WEINSTEIN

(except Cate Blanchett, she does a pretty
good job). The fact that some of these
indie and folk guys call him their number
one influence is tribute enough. Please
stop trying to play his music, especially
you Jack Johnson. You make my face hurt.
GRADE: C
Download: “I’m Not There”—Sonic
Youth, “Highway 61 Revisited”—Karen O
& The Million Dollar Bashers, “Wicked
Messenger”—The Black Keys

Biopic with a Twist: Six actors,
including Cate Blanchett, play Bob
Dylan in the uncoventional
film, I’m Not There.
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Taste of the Town
with Claire Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff

La Creperie
82 Fones Alley
Providence, R.I. 02906
(401) 751-5536
I’m not one to complain about weekend
brunch at Ray. It’s a substantial meal, and
it’s open late enough to allow us to sleep in
after a long week. However, sometimes I
need a change of scenery, so on Sunday I
decided to make the trek across town to the
Brown campus and enjoy a meal at La
Creperie.
Viewed from the outside, La Creperie
isn’t very impressive. It’s tucked behind
Thayer Street in a small building with a
faded green-ish awning and a lonely table
outside. Fortunately, I’m not one to judge
by outward appearances. Inside, a huge
blackboard lists every crepe you could
imagine, and many you couldn’t. Some are
savory, made with ingredients like eggs,
meats, and cheeses, while others are sweet,
with fillings such as fruit, chocolate, and
Nutella—a chocolate-hazelnut paste that I
have long considered to be the spread of
the gods. La Creperie also serves Belgian
waffles, wraps, and salads, as well as fruit
smoothies. One issue with the menu: It
does not advertise that they sell coffee, but
after I had already ordered, I saw a pot
brewing in the kitchen. If I had known it
was available, I would have ordered a cup.
Instead, I had to soothe my addictioninduced headache at Dunkin’ Donuts later.
Caffeine deprivation aside, I opted for

CLAIRE PEVOTO ’I0/The Cowl

the savory side and ordered the Nina, a
crepe filled with apples and brie, and a
“Soy Milk Splash” smoothie. My brunch
buddy ordered the Leslie, filled with straw
berries, bananas, and honey, and a tropical
fruit smoothie.
The smoothies were both tasty and
served generously, but we agreed that mine
was the better choice, with soy milk,
strawberries,
bananas, and honey.
Unfortunately, I lost in the crepe competi
tion. The Nina was nicely prepared, but I

recommend giving into temptation and
ordering a sweet crepe instead. With every
bite, I kept wishing to taste Nutella rather
than cheese. Being that the two are nothing
alike, I was constantly disappointed. I was
trying to branch out because as it is, I
might as well be receiving Nutella intra
venously, but next time I’ll just accept my
crippling addiction and eat what I know is
good. That said, the actual pancake part of
the crepe was cooked perfectly: Golden,
crispy in parts, but mostly soft. The apples

and brie complimented each other nicely;
however, they were Granny Smith apples,
something I wish I had known before, as
they are not my favorite. My companion’s
crepe was more satisfactory; it was per
fectly sweet without being too strong, and
the honey was a pleasant alternative to the
usual maple syrup.
On the whole, I have to say that the
French have us beat when it comes to pan
cakes. Crepes are more delicate tasting,
and also lend themselves well to a wider
variety of accompanying foods. Although
I’m sure it can be done, it’s hard to imag
ine an American pancake with apples and
brie. Also, the different savory and sweet
servings make crepes a viable meal option
at any time of day.
All the crepes at La Creperie are named
after women, so naturally this got me
thinking about what a crepe named after
me would be filled with. I decided on
Nutella, sweetened ricotta, and crushed
hazelnuts, packing about eight million
calories per serving. It didn’t seem like
this was an option at La Creperie, but
maybe an employee will chance upon this
article and the next time I eat there, the
Claire will be at the top of the menu. But
even if it’s not, La Creperie is a good place
to switch up your weekend brunch habits.
Just make sure you ask for the coffee, and
if you’re feeling a sugar craving, don’t
deny yourself.
GRADE: B+

Bella of the Ball
Although it is not playing around Providence, this comedy/love story is worth going out of your way to see
by

Sarah Bidinger ’09
A&E Staff

A few weeks ago, my dad, affectionate
ly known for recommending movies like
Learn Add (a smorgasbord of math prob
lems on a squeaky chalkboard) and The
Love Bug IV, called me
MOVIE up and told me he had
RE VIEW just seen this great new
film. Largely skeptical,
I looked up Bella online and read my fill of
critical reviews, nearly all of which bashed
the movie for its rough-around-the-edges
filmmaking and sometimes predictable
plot. I didn’t have to think too hard for an
excuse not to see it—out in limited release,
the film wasn’t being shown within the 60mile radius around Providence. Darn.
Of course, nothing is that easy. I came
home for Thanksgiving, and while the rest
of the world was playing bumper cars with
shopping carts and hitting each other over
the head with TV boxes, I was in the car
with my mom and sister on the way to the

movie theater. I wasn’t really complaining
too much; if I’ve learned anything at
school, it’s that college students should
always seize an opportunity for a nap, even
at the cost of a very comfortable eight dollar-seat at the Regal Cinema.
We stole the last three seats in the the
ater just as the movie was beginning, and
before I’d had a chance to settle my brains
for a short winter’s nap, I was drawn in by
the vibrantly portrayed sights and sounds
of New York City. I felt as if I were in the
colorful world of Jose (Eduardo
Verastegui), a bearded, Converse-wearing
chef, and Nina (Tammy Blanchard), a
waitress facing an unwanted pregnancy.
Though Verastegui is receiving much
publicity for his new movie, he said in an
interview with Ryan Seacrest that his
inspiration for making Bella was to make a
film that “not only entertained, but makes
a difference.” He has created a film that
“shows the real face of Latinos, celebrating
our music, our culture, our food”, and fea
tures a Latino male breaking from the

ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS

stereotype of “the Latin lover,” to become
an “everyday hero.”
I’m not really sure how to classify
Bella—part comedy, part tear-jerker, part
Latino film. And part love story, but in an
uncommon cinematic use of the word; an
absence of romantic love is filled by the
overflowing bonds of the love within a
family and the love of friends for one
another. Not to be lifted out of reality, each
of the characters struggles through all-tooreal problems. Jose is tormented by a
painful past; Nina is so financially unsta
ble that she cannot get a cell phone with
out a co-signer. Though by the end of the
movie their problems may still exist, they
have been overshadowed by an overabun
dance of love.
Compared to most major films of 2007,
shot on budgets ranging between $150 and
$300 million, Bella almost flawlessly
pulled off its production with a meager 4.3
million dollars. Unmarred by special
effects, the film was rich with raw facial
shots and potent imagery; and it has not
gone unnoticed. Bella has captured the
People’s Choice Award at the Toronto Film

Festival (past winners include Life is
Beautiful and Chariots of Fire), received
the Legacy Award from the Smithsonian
Latino Center, and was given a special
screening at the Mexican Embassy’s Cinco
de Mayo celebration earlier this year. The
film has received numerous other honors
and awards, and is now allegedly being
considered for an Oscar.
Ladies, Verastegui alone is reason
enough to see the movie. Designated by
critics as the “Brad Pitt of Mexico,” I’m
sure Angelina Jolie is wishing she’d met
Verastegui first.
Bella recently opened at the Jane
Pickens Theater in Newport, R.I., and
made its debut Nov. 30 at Flagship
Cinemas in New Bedford, which, accord
ing to Mapquest, is eight minutes closer
than Newport to Providence College. I
highly recommend that you take a study
break and bribe a car-wielding friend to
drive you to the theater. Dad, for once,
you were right. . . don’t get used to it.
GRADE: A
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McCarthyism Redefined
John Mango ’10 tells you about an American author you need to be reading
by

John Mango ’10
A&E Staff

There’s something powerful about hold
ing a book you really love—knowing that
between your mere digits is an amalgama
tion of paper, ink, and thought, arranged in
just the right way that
AUTHOR it’s changed your life.
FEATURE it’s something even
more stupefying when
you find an author that affects you so
deeply and drastically with every piece of
literature they’ve assembled, an author that
has managed to create not one but many
tales that are always entertaining and
always poignant.
Cormac McCarthy thrives in this often
sought after but uncommonly reached stra
tum of storytelling. McCarthy, a Tenn
essean, is known for with breathing new
life into the worn out and infamously
cliched Western genre with books like All
the Pretty Horses, his violent, primal tour
de force Blood Meridian, and No Country
for Old Men (which was just released in
movie form and has been hailed as one of
the greatest films of the past few years).
McCarthy prefers to derive his conflicts
from man’s primordial nature, often focus
ing on terrifying violence and unadulterat
ed brutality. This is never done for the pur
pose of glorification, but is much more an
attempt to find the common denominator
among men, an attempt to see man’s most
basic qualities at his most morally base.
McCarthy understands the not-alwayssuppressed animal nature man carries with
him explores these urges to attain a deeper
understanding of the true tenets of reality.
However, like all authors, McCarthy has
grown in both style and content. In his
early and middle novels such as Suttree,

Child of God, and most definitely Blood
Meridian, McCarthy puts us in the hands
of despairingly merciless environments
from which beauty not only seems alien,
but moot. In his most recent novel The
Road (which won the Pulitzer Prize),
McCarthy has yet to break away from the
desolate nature of the West (this time in a
post apocalyptic time period). We still see
bands of savages roaming the unconquer
able vastness of the external world, but this
time McCarthy shows us a beacon of pure
beauty and hope.
The Road is based on McCarthy’s rela
tionship with his eight-year-old son in the
clutches of a world in which the scale of
existence has been tipped towards the side
of death as it threatens to consume every
thing, including itself, to appease its
unconquerable appetite.
Sounds depressing, right? Well at points
the effects of the increasingly harrowing
shocks feels something akin to a sledge
hammer to the forehead, but McCarthy still
shows us something that seems to have
been absent from his lexicon: Hope.
McCarthy’s protagonist, whose own moral
compass might not always point him north,
finds strength and validation in the love he
has for his son. The raw emotion between
the two is so real that each interaction
between them causes a cathartic anoesis so
powerful it almost becomes hard to finish
due to the sheer force of it.
McCarthy doesn’t attempt to manipulate
us, but rather show us beauty he derives
from reality, making his tale all the more
poignant. McCarthy never relies on strange
abstractions to find meaning, but roots his
moral validity in reality, no matter how
sadistically brutal that reality is.
I would say McCarthy isn’t for the
squeamish, but this isn’t true. While many

CW’s Picks
Top 5 Nickelodeon Holiday Specials
5. Rugrats— “A Rugrats Chanakah”: Back in the days when Rugrats was
still cool the Elusive Grandpa Boris acts in a Hanukah play and the imagi
native, adventure prone toddlers take the meaning a little too literally and
get scared out of their diapers.
4. Pinky and the Brain— “A Pinky and the Brain Christmas”: Even though
its Christmas Eve Brain’s plans are no different than usual and in true form,
hatches a plot involving mind control and rigging Santa’s list. This episode
won a Primetime Emmy for its more heartwarming ending.

parts of his novels are hard to sit through,
or in the case of Blood Meridian, the entire
thing is hard to sit through; it doesn’t mean
it shouldn’t be experienced no matter how
uncomfortable it may make you.
In one of the few interviews he’s given
(the terms recluse and misanthrope seem
like they were created so they could exist
long enough to describe McCarthy), which
happened to be with everyone’s favorite,
Oprah (strangely enough), he mentioned
that if you wanted to read his book, that
was fine, and if you didn’t that was fine
too. He didn’t want to force it on anyone.

Well, I insist you read The Road, with as
many of the rest of McCarthy’s works as
you have time for. McCarthy's works are
something that must be experienced, if not
for the brutal realism and eloquence of the
language. At least so when the movie
adaptations of The Road and Blood
Meridian, which are slated to be released
in 2009, hit the theaters, you can tell
everyone you vehemently bring to the
matinee showings (and trust me after you
read the books it will most certainly be
vehement) that you read the books.

DJ of the Month:
Alex Bridges
Class: 2011
Hometown: Shirley, Mass.

Major: Undeclared

Residence: Fennel Hall

3. Hey Arnold!— “Arnold’s Christmas”: One of the deepest children’s spe
cials I have ever seen, “Arnold’s Christmas” features our football headed
hero searching the city for a sad Asian man’s daughter in an effort to find
personal Christmas meaning.
2. Rocko’s Modern Life— “Rocko’s Modem Christmas”: The lovable
Australian import plans the Christmas party of the century and as usual Mr.
Bighead tries to min everything, but fails. Oh yeah... there is a weird little
three legged elf named Mitch too.
1. The Adventures of Pete and Pete— “O Christmas Pete”: Little Pete tries
to make Christmas last forever and as a result faces the evil garbage man
(Chris Elliot) who gets his jollies destroying evergreen trees. But who
wouldn’t want a perpetual Christmas when the first present you open is a
flamethrower?

Favirote food at Ray: Party cake ice
cream

Least favorite good at Ray: Cod Nuggets

Family Guy or South Park'!-. South Park.
"Kenny's family is so poor that yesterday,
they had to put their cardboard box up for
a second mortgage." -Cartman

50 Cent or Sandman?: I have to go with
Sandman. Not only because he is a fellow
rap DJ, but also because I enjoy the songs
I have heard by him.
Favorite station CD to play: Talib Kweli
feat. KRS-One—The Perfect Beat

Favorite Rapper: It is a tough choice
because I like so many, but I would have
to say my favorite right now is MURS
(Making Underground Raw S—/Most
Underground Rap Sucks).
Best New Rap Song: “Welcome to the
South” off of Chamillionaire's album

Why should someone listen to your
show?: If you listen to my show I guaran
tee a wide array of rap artists, and you will
be well versed in both mainsteam and
underground rap. Also a lot of the music I
play has a wide range of emotions from the
sad and heartfelt tales of Atmosphere to the
raw songs of P.O.S. (Pissed Off Steff).
How does it feel to be one of the few with
a rap show?: It feels great because I have
a chance to play music on WDOM that is
not frequently heard, I can only hope more
rap shows come to PC as the years pass.

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Tuesdays
AIM: wdomrequests
(401) 865-2091
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Have a response to an article from this week's
issue of The Cowl? If so, send a letter to the
editor of 250 words or less to:
thecowl@providence.edu

Have an advertisement you
want placed in The Cowl?
Send requests to:

cowlads@providence.edu
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Banana Splits
Lia Armatas ’08
Portfolio Editor

by

All I wanted was the ice cream—the
delicious combination of chocolate, vanil
la, and strawberry; fudge and caramel,
whipped cream (hold the nuts), cherries
and the banana—without
which we would have no
FICTION splits. I only stayed after
because I liked playing with
the Legos they had. They were
better than what we had at home; themed
with each different set rather than a laun
dry basket of mismatched plastic colors. I
preferred the organization. I usually went
with more of a domestic Lego set over the
pirates or police squad. Something with a
horse usually suited me well—she said it
had to do with my desire to run and be
alone. I told her if that was true, then a
pirate would have a better life because they
slept on boats under the moon with no one

her interest in me.
“Well, there isn’t always food and that
can kind of stink because my brothers eat a
lot and I get hungry a lot too.” I thought
that this would surely get back to my mom
so she’d buy more of the fun cereal I’m
always talking to her about. “Otherwise,
everything is great. I’m in a group that’s
called special chorus, which is better than
regular chorus because we have extra
rehearsals and get to perform more than
the regular chorus kids do at the Christmas
concert. Well, actually I’m in the regular
chorus too so I’ve really been working on
my singing a lot lately because I have an
audition for another group that performs
around the country and you have to be
picked to sing for them!” I thought this
would impress her enough into challeng
ing me to another game of UNO but she
just raised her eyebrows again like a
reporter asking me exactly what I wit
nessed at the scene of the crime. I took it as

"- - - - - - - “I’d rather create a catastroph
ic drama between two yellow
plastic heads with notches on
their skulls and swords in their
pants than deal with my own.”

---------------------------- "
hours went by. A lone Ford Explorer bar
reled in from the street with my mother
wearing a gauzy nightgown that blinded
me against her dark rich hair. I was good
at feeling sorry for myself. “There she is”
I hung my head down for an extra touch
when my mom pulled up and got out.
“I’m sorry! I’m sorry! I forgot! I was in
the bath tub!” She screeched at the both of
us. I pulled myself up into the new mar
riage car, which was nice compared to our
old one that smelled like sour milk and
stale lining. I put my window down and
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Too Cold
to Be
Confrontational
by Katie Caliva ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor

It was raining. Not an uncomfortable
drizzle, or even a cheery sprinkle. No, it
was pouring and it was cold. It was the
type of rain that could make a precipita
tion-loving Catholic girl
tread the lines of blasphemy
VIGNE I'TE as she prayed to the gods of
public transportation that
the 55 would arrive on time. At least it
would be warm in hell, was the thought
running through her mind. And then, 12
minutes later when the correct bus finally
pulled up in front of her and she was thor
oughly soaked, she remembered two
things. First: Hell is a state of being that
really has no accidents such as heat.
Second: The RIPTA is an inherently evil
institution that knows no god.
“You should really get an umbrella . . .
or a jacket,” observed the driver as she
boarded the bus and flashed her ID.
“You should really try to be more punc
tual,” was the retort that the shivering pas
senger swallowed down. She was just way
too cold to be confrontational right then.
Too cold to be confrontational. She
repeated the phrase in her head as she took
her seat in front of two relatively young
men in suits. She decided that she would-

"----------------------------It was a trick that she had
learned in middle school: Guys
think that girls are cute when
they flip their hair. She never
quite understood this; she could
never see anything particularly
interesting in the action . . .

----------------------------- "

www.utexas.edu

to find them.
“How does that make you feel'?"I hated
when counselors asked me the F word.
When you’re little, everyone wants to
know why you’re being quiet; why I’d
rather create a catastrophic drama between
two yellow plastic heads with notches on
their skulls and swords in their pants than
deal with my own. “Let me ask you this
Kara, who would you rather live with and
why?” This was my “counselor”; I asked if
she was a psychologist but they assured me
not. Not that I know the difference, coun
selor just flowed better.
“Wellllll, my mom is good because she
always cleans our rooms and cooks us din
ner and when I come home she arranges all
my toys the way I like. But I like going to
my dads because he lets me eat whatever I
want and there’s no bedtime.” I gave her
what she wanted, “So, wanna play another
game of UNO?”
“Not right now, Kara, lets keep talking a
little bit more.” I could tell she was getting
annoyed with me but what do they expect
when they shove toys in front of you? “Tell
me more about how it is at home while
were waiting.” She leaned forward in her
chair so I leaned forward too, mimicking

an invitation to keep talking, “My mom’s
getting married again and I’m pretty sure
the guy is loaded! He drives a really nice
car and he has a really deep voice. The first
time he called the house for my mom I told
her it was her lawyer and I think he’s
black.” I didn’t mean to say it as an offen
sive thing and I think the counselor knew
because she sat back and scrunched her
eyebrows this time with what to me,
seemed like sympathy.
“Okay, so how does it make you feel
right now that your mom isn’t here?” She
said. Again with how I feel. Let’s see,
how do I feel This is supposed to be a
group counseling session with all the kids
after school is over. The deal is we all get
to tag team her with answers about our par
ents not loving us enough and then spend
our time in between dressing up legomen
for battle. All the kids have left and were
sitting outside on a cold bench looking at
an empty parking lot. I feel like crying a
little. I looked up at her and I could tell she
wanted to give me a little hug.
“I’m sure she’ll be here,” I chirped. “I’m
so sorry you have to wait... I don’t really
feel anything by the way—my moms late a
lot, she’s probably on her way.” Three

cracked a smile at my poor counselor
“See you next week! Sorry again!” I was
getting good at apologizing to adults, for
other adults.
Now, I wouldn’t say that the worst part
about Banana Splits was the fact that I was
so absent in my mom’s mind she complete
ly forgot to pick me up at school that day.
It wasn’t even that I was tricked into talk
ing about my feelings under the guise of
UNO cards and Legomen. The day I had
been looking forward to for what seemed
like years, the last day of Banana Splits,
where we actually got to make and con
sume our very own Banana Split, I woke
up with the flu.
At home the house was proof of a bub
ble bath and I felt a little anger in my throat
when I saw mom used the special shampoo
she bought me with the little mermaid for
a head. I stayed quiet, hoping the rewards
of being stranded earlier would be my
mom coming up the stairs into my pink
and white striped room to talk to me.
That’s always how it happened on TV. The
kid got sad, and immediately, the parent
was upstairs to fix it.
I took the smell of soup and grilled
cheese as enough consolation for now.

n’t let anyone know that her snarly com
ments, verbal abuse, and tendency to argue
could be turned off when her body warmth
plummeted. She smiled wryly as she
thought of how many of her classmates
would love to know the secret of getting
her to sit down and shut up.
As she sat, wringing out her scarf and
contemplating the havoc that would wreak
if a downpour could be recreated in
Feinstein Academic Center, she heard
snatches of the conversations happening
around her. Behind her the impeccably
groomed suits compared salaries and
potential Christmas presents for their girl
friends. At first she could ignore their bla
tant materialism, but it soon got on her
nerves and so she calmly flipped her hair,
her sopping wet hair to be more accurate.
The obvious goal of this was the transfer
some of the water trapped in her locks onto
them, but instead of mimicking a wet dog
shaking all over the place, she went with a
casual, yet meaningful, hair flip.
It was a trick that she had learned in
middle school: Guys think that girls are
cute when they flip their hair. She never
quite understood this; she could never see
anything particularly interesting in the
action, but who understand guys anyways?
Her ploy worked perfectly. The move
ment of her hair did indeed splash the less
than pleasant company behind her with the
rainwater trapped therein. The cute factor
protected her, though, and they both cursed
the sprinkle of rain as though it came from
the roof, instead of the girl in front of
them. She smiled to herself. She may have
been too cold to be confrontational, how
ever, she was definitely still warm enough
to be passive-aggressive.
All the same, she decided 15 minutes
later as she wrung out her hair over the
sink in her room, an umbrella might be a
good investment.
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Keeping
By Athena Fokaidis ’09
Contributing Writer
Cleanliness is next to godliness, or so
they say. Heading back to Paris from my
11-day excursion through Germany and
Switzerland, I feel a lot closer to Lucifer.
This past week was the
STUDY Toussaint vacation, which is
ABROAD
celebration of all saints.
Each student and even busi
nessman files out of his educational or
work lair, respectively, for an opportunity
to catch some breath. For this vacation I
left my Parisian bearings to experience a
view of the Swiss Alps and Deutschland.
I knew going into this that there would
be little opportunity for regular showering
as well as a general indirect evasion of all
other hygiene. If I said I was not a little
excited by this notion, you would see my
nose growing. Does this mean I am a nasty
human being who dislikes being clean? I
really do not think so. It is instead more of
a logic thing.
Admittedly, I am not a big fan of huge,
drawn-out showers with hair straightening
and all that. While that idea is supreme, the
execution is just too much, especially
when you’re hopping from hostel to hostel
in various countries. This may make me
sound like a ragamuffin dust-trap . . . but

it
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Dirty in Europe

trust me, I have something going on. In the
time spent pampering oneself, one could
be employing one’s time in much better
ways. On this particular occasion I saw the
Berlin Wall and Dachau concentration
camp. Both times it was raining, so you tell
me why I had to shower? If you are going
to spend several minutes in a shower that
will not even make you feel clean in the
end, as well as some minutes drying off

with the same towel you have been using
for a week, what is the point? Some say I
will sleep when I am dead. I figure I will
shower when I am dead too (I will sleep
better that way).
Despite me sounding completely unap
pealing, I will go ahead and say that once I
am in the shower I do indeed feel like a
nymph in the gardens of olde and that the
water tumbles down like the cascades of a

Athena Fokaidis ’09

hidden source. My qualm, however,
remains in the fact that you can not feel
clean when you have to be super quick and
use a hose to do so.
I like to conserve, so the time saving is
not so horrible, it is just that if the shower
head is like an anaconda and not on the
wall, how can you be nimble and make
sure you have sprayed off every last
morsel of travel dirt? With a free-moving
shower head there can likely be an element
of difficulty. Do you turn it off when you
shampoo and then play find-the-right-temperature with the two knobs when you turn
it back on, or do you hold it between your
legs and risk falling and dying a horribly
embarrassing death? Whatever your situa
tion I find that showers are good only
when you are already in the act and in a
place where you can ensure that the show
er head will keep its hands to itself. People
of all ages can certainly appreciate the art
of cleanliness. I will leave you with the
words of my esteemed 10 year old little
brother, Vasili, talking about our aunt
Aliki’s house. “Have you tried Aliki’s
shower? It’s got three shower heads! The
water tastes like the pond and there were
little minnows coming out of the spouts.”
Until you feel like that in a shower, you
should keep searching . . . stay cool and
stay a little dirty.
Bises, Athena

Tiffany&Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable
mace, one letter ata time...

Well, I feel totally
out of the loop on
this question. What
you boys do in the
privacy of your
dorm rooms is cer
tainly no business of
mine. And, since it
isn’t my business,
I’ll give you advice
that will have no
repercussions on my own life or well
being. Get a girlfriend.
Stop watching nerdlinger movies and CSpan and go to the dining hall with some
friends for a change perhaps. You call this
“a serious problem” yet your roommates
may have some serious problems of their
own, such as you making obscure refer
ences about ex presidents who were not
known for their great acting ability, but
their gift for sweeping a nation off their
feet with charm and Rico Suave like abili
ty. With all of these opinions you should
join a club to better foster your conserva
tive needs. Maybe one where you get to
follow in a pack of like-minded enthusi
asts? Just a suggestion.
I think Earl covered your insecurities
better than I may be able to. You really
can’t “do” anything about this in terms of
having a course of action. Maybe the three
of you are due for more bonding time than
you have given. Ask if they want to have a
roommie day! You can make snow angels
for two hours, then go ice skating, then eat
a whole roll of Tollhouse Cookiedough as
fast as you can, and then maybe you’ll feel
like snuggling!
Prove yourself wrong; put your copy of
Varsity Blues down and shield your eyes
when you enter your room, in case we
were wrong.

Dear Sir and Madame,
I have a serious problem. Let me preface this by saying I am NOT a
homophobe. I have nothing against the gays. However, I am a staunch
Republican and believe in most things our fearless leader Ronald
Reagan ... I mean George W. Bush, advocates. When I came to this
Catholic school, I expected every student to share my conservative
sentiments, but the first student-on-student interaction I had here was
with my two gay roommates. This wouldn’t be the end of the world if
I lived in a quad. Alas, I inhabit a triple. Imagine Felix Unger in a
dorm room with the Pigeon sisters and the sisters are both gay. Things
are getting worse by the minute; they don't sleep in the same bed, out
of courtesy, I presume, but I suspect foul play. I need a course of
action before I walk in on a two-person Voltron.
Please advise,
Dan "The Man" Quayle

Have a burning question that needs answering?
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

WOW. Generally
around this time of
year we get fluff let
ters (no pun intend
ed). I came in this
week expecting to
answer some ques
tion regarding hook
ing up over
Christmas break,
what to give a sig
nificant other for Christmas, or other like
dribble. You though, you pose a question
that has forced me to stay late on a night I
should be home drinking eggnog and
rum. Selfish.
You reference a lot of esoteric things
such as Felix Unger and Voltron. I think
that you and I would get along famously.
However, I am not sure if I can share
your concern for your homosexual room
mates. For one, the issue has no bearing
on my life so I fail to see why I should
care. Two: although I do like Ronald
Reagan, I do so for his strong on-screen
presence in such classics as The Bad Man
where he played everyone's favorite TwoGun Cupid or Hellcats of the Navy. Those
were the days, when men were men and
actors could become president.
Finally, you opened your query for
assistance by saying that you are not a
homophobe. I think that We all know that
this is not the case. If you weren't a
homophobe then you would have obvi
ously not had an issue with your room
mates. In any case, I take it that this is
your freshman year. The way I see it is
that you have already made it through a
whole semester, so you only have one
more to go. Deal with it. If you aren’t a
freshman and are still living with these
guys that supposedly “upset” you, then I
think the issue may be deeper than that.
Think about it, pal.

Portfolio
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The Tide of Id
by Alex BetGeorge ‘11
Portfolio Staff

Like the Self, the sky’s horizon
curves
into Ocean’s aqueous depths
and pervades
its igneous trenches:
Blue,
at times eclipsed in
waves
by
by

sun
foam

on their ridges.
Then dissolves
Into sand on shore

-Or bronze
orange

rose
then

Black.

“A poem should not mean but be.”
—Archibald MacLeish
Welcome to
Mass
by Alex Donnelly ’09
Portfolio Staff

when you're talking to someone
who's trained to respond a certain way
then, you have to be determined
you won't take no for an answer.
when you're claiming virginity
in a room full of girls
then, they'll cry as you fly off
in a cloud as a steed.

and if you treat it all as a game
with rules, points, and victory
then, you may want to print
to protect your anonymity.
nevermind your feelings.

welcome to mass.

Intellectual
by

Nicole Amaral ‘10
Portfolio Staff

Oh, this is hopeless.
The grind of the mental gears
Screech to a halt,
Sputter and die.
Put this here, no—
That there, or there:
A pathetic mishmash
Of overcooked ideas.
It’s like taking pieces from
Six different puzzles,
And trying to make them
All fit together.
Impossible, inconceivable,
Breaking a sweat.
One small mistake
Equals years of regret.

Roving Photographer
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What don’t you want to get from
Santa this year?

“Another hideous aunt-knitted wool sweater.”
Saba Nessrella ’08

“A pink dress.”
Vincent Cocito ’08

“Our report cards.”
Leslie Gerhardt ’08, Katherine McGill ’08

“Uh, I’m Jewish.”
Beth Graber ’07

“I don’t don’t want snow?”
Nellie Poulin ’10

“I don’t want to deal with Chris’ cholesterol level.

I hope those friggin’ kids
stop feeding him cookies.”
- Mrs. Claus

www.buycostumes.com
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores -- Standings -- Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Weyinmi Efejuku

Shantee Darrian

Men’s Basketball
Junior—Fresh Meadows, N.Y.

Women’s Basketball
Junior—Trenton, N.J.

Efejuku went 44.4 percent from three-point range
in games against Maine and Boston College last
week. He scored 17 points in a win over the Black
Bears on Tuesday, Nov. 27.

Darrian scored 26 points, recorded 16 rebounds,
and blocked a career high four shots in a 63-45
win against Fordham and played a vital role in
wins against Fordham and Harvard.

Scores
Friday 11/30
Swimming at Harold Anderson Invitational

Saturday 12/1
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Maine
Men’s Ice Hockey at Vermont
Men’s Basketball at Boston College
Women’s Basketball at Rhode Island
Swimming at Harold Anderson Invitational
Track at Alden Invitational

Schedules
3rd Place

Thursday 12/6
Men’s Basketball at South Carolina
Women’s Hockey vs. Yale

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

W, 7-2
W, 4-0
W, 98-89
W, 64-55
3rd of 4

Friday 12/7
Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Union
Men’s Track at Fordham Invitational
Women’s Track at Fordham Invitational

7:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Saturday 12/8
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Harvard
Women’s Basketball vs. Central Conn. State
Men’s Track at Harvard Invitational
Women’s Track at Harvard Invitational

Sunday 12/2
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Maine

W, 4-0

Tuesday 12/4
Men’s Hockey vs. Brown
Men’s Basketball at Rhode Island

W, 8-0
L, 77-60

Wednesday 12/5
Women’s Basketball at Harvard

W, 78-64

Sunday 12/9
Men’s Basketball vs. Brown

7:30 p.m.

Standings
Men’s Hockey East Standings (12/3)

Team
Northeastern
Boston College
New Hampshire
Massachusetts
Providence
UMass Lowell
Vermont
Boston University
Merrimack
Maine

Hockey East
W
L
T
6
3
1
4
3
4
1
3
5
4
2
3
2
3
4
4
4
3
2
3
3
1
5
3
1
6
3
2
4
2

Pts.
13
12
11
10
10
10
8
7
7
6

Overall
w L
4
7
4
5
8
3
6
3
4
6
5
4
3
6
4
9
6
6
4
6

Women’s Hockey East Standings (12/3)

T
1
5
1
5
2
4
2
2
1
2

Team
New Hampshire
Connecticut
Providence
Boston College
Boston University
Northeastern
Maine
Vermont

Hockey East
L
W
T
9
9
9
4
2
1
4
2
1
4
1
3
2
3
1
2
3
0
0
2
6
0
6
1

Pts.
18
9
9
9
4
4
2
1

Overall
w L
2
15
3
11
6
6
3
7
9
4
10
3
14
1
9
4

1
0
1
2
3
2
1
2
1
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Sports Boss Wants NCAA Playoffs
by

Bradley Chen ’08
Sports Staff

To have a playoff, or not to have a play
off, that is the question. While it is a
reworded Shakespearian quote, the story
of the college football’s bowl situation
reads like a perfect drama.
SPORTS Nobody seems to be happy
BOSS besides the two teams—Ohio
State and LSU—getting a
chance to play for the national title.
College football has seen one of the cra
ziest seasons ever. When things couldn’t
get any stranger, they did. What could have
been a pretty normal BCS voting went out
the window as the top two teams; Missouri
and West Virginia blew their chances in the
last week. Missouri, the number one team
in the country, was an underdog in the Big
12 Championship. Please tell me that is not
normal. West Virginia couldn’t handle the
lowly Pittsburgh Panthers at home with
their championship hopes on the line?
What that gives all those college fans
out there is a mixture of one, two, and even
three loss teams who believe they deserve
to be called the best team. How do you rate
the top team in the country? Should it be
wins and losses, or who those wins and
losses were against? Should the SEC and
Big 10 teams receive more support
because the perception is that their confer
ences are usually the best? And where does
the nation’s only undefeated team, the
Hawaii Warriors stand among all of this?
Most viewers do not get to even see them
play. I bet the average fan doesn’t know what
conference they play in. With all of these
questions out there, the masses out there will
never be satisfied until things are changed. In
every major team sport, there is a playoff to
decide. If introduced into college football, a
playoff would take some of the power out of
the hands of BCS voters and allow more
teams to decide their fate.
Let the BCS polls decide who gets into

a 14-16 team playoff system with the way
they rank at the end of the regular season.
Let’s take a look at what could have been
the matchups for this year 16 team Sports
Boss’s Playoff Bowl:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

Ohio State vs. (16) Tennessee
LSU vs. (15) Clemson
Virginia Tech vs. (14) Boston College
Oklahoma vs. (13) Illinois
Georgia vs. (12) Florida
Missouri vs. (11) Arizona State
USC vs. (10) Hawaii
Kansas vs. (9) West Virginia

You tell me. How can anyone decide who
should be the top team? Each team has their
strengths and weaknesses; its big wins and
disappointing losses. I would rather hear
teams cry about how they are not number one
instead of not making the playoff.
Hopefully the Polls would take into
account teams that played in the regular
season or conference championship games
to keep them from playing the in first
round. Virginia Tech is playing Boston
College in my first round. I realize there
are lots of problems with a playoff system
like this as I am writing about it. Wouldn’t
the 17th team argue they should be seed
ed? Don’t you think the season would be
too long (even though there is almost a
month off before the bowl games any
way)? How do we keep the sponsors happy
without a bowl game to call their own?
Just because a four-loss team makes a
strong run and beats a one-loss team in the
title game, are they really the nation’s best
team? Wouldn’t conference championship
games lose their luster? I can’t even
answer my own questions that I’m asking
myself. That’s how messy things can get.
Still I believe the positives of a playoff
system would outweigh the negatives. Big
time football will always be watched in
America therefore it would be wise for the

sponsors to jump aboard. Instead of the
Meineke Care Bowl, it could be named the
Meineke Care quarterfinal. The football
season doesn’t need a four week lay off
before they start playing bowl games.
In the end, my idea wouldn’t make it to
the door of NCAA administrators and
commissioners who would decide on a
change, but it is definitely something to
think about. What do you think? Are you
satisfied with what bowl game your
favorite team received?

The Sports Boss Playoff Bowl Results:
First Round
(1) .Ohio State vs. (16) Tennessee - Ohio
State
(2) LSU vs. (15) Clemson- LSU
(3) Virginia Tech vs. (14) Boston College Virginia Tech
(4) Oklahoma vs. (13) Illinois - Oklahoma
(5) Georgia vs. (12) Florida - Florida
(6) Missouri vs. (11) Arizona State Missouri
(7) USC vs. (10) Hawaii - USC
(8) Kansas vs. (9) West Virginia - West
Virginia
Quarterfinals
(1) Ohio State vs. (12) Florida - Ohio State
(2) LSU vs. (9) West Virginia - West
Virginia
(3) Virginia Tech vs. (7) USC - USC
(4) Oklahoma vs. (6) Missouri - Oklahoma

Semifinals
(1) Ohio State vs. (9) West Virginia - Ohio
State
(4) Oklahoma vs. (7) USC - USC

Championship
(1) Ohio State vs. (7) USC
Boss Bowl Champions: University of
Southern California Trojans

Seven Swimmers Qualify for Big East
by

John Butler ’ll
Sports Staff

Tradition says that the Friar Men’s and
Women’s Swim Teams showcase their
ability at the Harold Anderson Invitational,
and this year’s squad lived up to the tradi
tion at the two-day
SWIMMING championship meet on
AND DIVING Friday, Nov. 30 and
Saturday, Dec. 1.
Both the men’s team and the women’s
team finished in third place, behind Rhode
Island and Maine, and in front of Fairfield.
The men finished with 445.5 points, and the
women garnered 355 in what was the finest
display of swimming this season for the
young PC team.
More important than the place finish,
though, according to Friars Head Coach
John O’Neill, were the seven Friar swim
mers who achieved qualifying times for
the Big East Championship in February.
“As a team, they [the men and
women] swam really well,” O’Neill
said. “It was an exciting weekend for the
program, and we are happy with a lot of
the things that are happening.”
On the men’s side, sophomore Mat Card
had a fine performance, registering three
Big East qualifying times in the 200-yard
individual medley, the 100-yard butterfly,
and the 100-yard freestyle. Card’s second
place finish in the 100-yard butterfly in
53.60, followed closely by junior Nick
Trilla in 54.61, was a grand finish for the
Friars, who aptly demonstrated their talent
in the specialized events.
Card attributed his team’s success to the
sound work-out plan devised by Coach
O’Neill, which involved tapering during
Thanksgiving week in preparation for the
Invitational, but noted that the team’s
upcoming trip to the Virgin Islands would
be marked by intense training.
“We’re going to start getting back to tough
training with double practices every day and
running on the beach,” he said. “It’s really
going to knock us out, but it won’t be so bad
because we’ll be in the Virgin Islands.”
In addition to Card's success, junior Chris
Ray dominated both the 100-yard and 200yard backstroke events, earning first and third

courtesy of sports info

Sophomore Tim Reilly took first in both the 100-yard and 200-yard backstoke in
the Harold Anderson Invitational last weekend.
place, respectively. Similarly, Tim Reilly took
first in the 100-yard backstroke and second in
the 200-yard backstroke to pace the Friars in
what was their first championship setting of
the season.
The men’s relay teams continued to
show their speed in the water, while the
Friars’ depth was further asserted by a 4-56 finish in the stacked 50-yard freestyle by
sophomore Mike Loftis, junior Justin
Rich, and sophomore Owen Hughes, who
all clocked in at under 23 seconds.
According to O’Neill, his Friars are
“right on the money” and improving as they
should be. And certainly, the promise that
the women’s team holds was evidenced in
their taking third place without veterans
Blair Flynn and Jessica McCarthy, who
were out because of illness.
“We don’t have a lot of seniors, but
we’ve been through the first training cycle
... and with Blair and Jess out of the line
up, everybody stepped up and did a great
job,” O’Neill said.
Freshman Alexis Fatigati earned a
5:15.47 qualifying time in the 500-yard
freestyle, which was good enough for third
place in a field of twenty five swimmers.
Also, it was a matter of three seconds that
separated Fatigati from first place in the
200-yard freestyle, in which she took fifth
place in a time of 2:00.11.

Fatigati, along with fellow freshman
Courtney Larcom, and sophomores Carrie
Lamb and Trish Osmolak took fourth place
in the 400-yard freestyle relay in a time of
3:49.09.
Junior Lauren Sepe took a hard-fought
sixth place in a packed 100-yard breastroke in a time of 1:11.61, which qualified
her for the Big East Championship.
Larcom also had a second place finish in
the 1650-yard freestyle in 18:37.22, but
fell just short of a Big East qualifying time.
“We’ve been putting in a lot of hard work,”
Larcom said, “and it really paid off this week
end. I am still hoping to qualify in the 500
[yard freestyle] and the mile, and with the
intense workouts we’re going to have on our
trip, a lot people will be qualifying soon.”
Card affirmed that this is the primary
goal of the team: to qualify as many swim
mers for the Championship as possible.
“We’re hoping to carry the momentum
[from the Invitational] with us against
Bryant and Holy Cross,” according to
Card. “Everyone is on a ‘swimmer’s high’
right now,” he said.
The Friars next square off against
Bryant but this meet is coach O’Neill’s
immediate focus.
“Every week presents its challenges.
We’re trying to meet those challenges and
swim tough along the way,” he said.

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Max Smith looks back on the
2006 NCAA Outdoor Championship as
his best race so far. He hopes to add a
new race, one at the 2008 Olympics to
his favorite running memories.

Olympic
Hopes Alive
for Smith
by

Jim Elliott ’09
Sports Staff

Leading the 2007 Providence College
Men’s Cross Country and Track Teams,
senior Max Smith has been running com
petitively since 1999. Smith, who is from
Dunedin, New Zealand, is
FEATURE the defending Big East
champion for the 2007
indoor track mile, running an
impressive 4:04.13.
“I was initially recruited to PC by a for
mer assistant coach during the 2001 World
Youth
Competition,”
said
Smith.
After deciding to run for PC, Max found it
hard, but ultimately a great decision to
leave home and travel to the United States.
“My biggest shock in coming to the
United States was the political atmos
phere,” he said. Back at home, everything
is much more liberal. In the U.S., there is
a very interesting and unfamiliar amount
of conservatism.”
Growing up setting various records and
gaining national attention for running in
New Zealand, Max cites his biggest influ
ences coming from his parents and his first
coach Linn Rirayner. With the encourage
ment of his parents and his hometown
coach, Max has his eyes set on hopefully
winning the 2008 NCAA 3K indoor meet.
“The biggest accomplishment I’ve had
at PC, so far has been placing third in the
2006 NCAA outdoor meet. It was a com
bination of a pretty good day. The night
before I didn’t sleep a wink and 1 had a ter
rible migraine headache. Luckily, I was
able to bounce back the next day and have
one my best meets,” said Smith.
While working on a double major in
Philosophy and History, Max enjoys
spending the majority of his time (out
side of running) drinking coffee, con
versing with friends, and doing any
thing to do with New Zealand.
“My plans after college hopefully will
be running professionally and competing
in
the
Olympics,”
he
said.
With his senior year almost half way done,
Max thinks his greatest impression of PC
will be from the faculty.
“The PC faculty are truly fantastic,”
Smith said. “The Philosophy and History
departments are both filled with some
great professors. Besides the faculty, I am
really going to miss the Athletic
Department. Those three parts of PC have
really contributed to my experience.”
Hopefully, Max Smith will continue to
wow crowds and opponents with his
amazing speed as he enters his fourth and
final indoor track season at PC.
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions

either about PC sports or sports in general to

cowlsports@gmail.com, and we'll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little

debate if we can!
Thanks,

The Cowl Sports Staff

Will the Boston Celtics be able to keep up their blistering pace and make a run
at the 2008 NBA title?
The legitimacy of a three sport Boston
Reign, as confirmed by a Celtics NBA
Championship, would be monumental, but
at some point, hopefulness must bend to
reality. The Celtics are earning a reputa
tion as an NBA powerhouse, but not one
of championship caliber.
The Celtics’ 14 wins this season are a
laudable about-face from last year’s disap
pointment. However, the success in 2007
has resulted from two factors: solid
offense and luck.
Pierce and Co. have scored more than
100 points 10 times this season. Pierce is
averaging over 21 points per game, and
Garnett is averaging just under 20, so the
offense is meeting expectations. But in
wins this season against Toronto, Miami,
and Charlotte, the margin of victory was
three points or less. In fact, to beat the
lowly Bobcats, heroics reminiscent of Bird
and McHale were necessary, as Allen
sealed the deal with a three-pointer in the
closing seconds.
These close games will accumulate in the
loss column, and equate the Celtics with the
mortals of the East. Indeed, Cleveland dis
mantled the Boston defense and beat the
Celtics in overtime by five points.
Boston will make the playoffs, but they
will not advance to the championship
because of two roadblocks called Orlando
and Detroit. The Magic already bedazzled
the Celtics this season by beating them
104-102. Their offense is susceptible to
potent defenses. Therein lies the chal
lenge: Maintaining the offensive attack in
the midst of being hunted by every team in
the East. It is a task that Boston is not up
to this year.
—John Butler '11

The answer is no to the pace and yes to
the title shot. Currently 14-2 going into
Wednesday’s action, the Celtics seems to
be floating on cloud nine in the NBA’s
Eastern Conference. In their two defeats,
they’ve lost by a total of seven points. The
deals for Kevin Garnett and Ray Allen
have worked like a charm so far this sea
son and during this dominating stretch,
there seems to be no jealousy between the
big three (along with Pierce).
However, it is a long season, and to
think that the Celtics will continue win
ning at this pace is not likely. The Celtics
are just 16 games into an 82-game sea
son. Do Boston fans really believe their
team will finish with just 10 or 11 losses?
The Dallas Mavericks finished with just
15 losses last year while the record set
ting Chicago Bulls went 72-10 in 1996.
Key injuries can take a team hostage.
Slumps often set in. Games they should
win slip away and continuing excellence
over five months is no easy task. They
have defeated only four teams with win
ning records, and streaks like their 9-0
home record get broken.
While they are a top tier team along with
Orlando, Detroit and all the power houses
in the west, a very positive regular season
for this exciting Boston squad would be a
64-18 record, likely clinching the top seed
in the Eastern Conference. They should
only find trouble with Detroit or Orlando
in the playoffs and the winner of that series
would probably be the Conference cham
pions. The Celtics should continue to take
care of business in the east and set them
selves up for a great shot at the title, its
first in 22 years.
—Bradley Chen ’08

Don’t forget to visit thecowl.com each week
to vote in our new PCI Readers’ Poll!
Last week’s results:
Will World Series MVP Mike Lowell resign
with the Boston Red Sox for 2008?

PCI

10 % Dan Ollquist No, Lowell will sign elsewhere.
81 % Erin Redihan—Yes, Lowell will be back in 2008.
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Offense Comes Up Big
sixth goal—second only to freshman Alyse
Ruff. Ciarletta made 24 saves on the way
to her fifth win.
“We had contributions from every class,
from every position, from forwards, to
defensemen, to goaltenders, and on special
teams,” said Deraney. “And that has been
the
foundation for this success that we’ve
by Erin Redihan ’08
had
over these last few games. This has to
Sports Editor
continue for us to be successful.”
With the shutout, the Friars brought
The weather outside may be cooling off their record back up to .500 (6-6-2) overall
rapidly, but the Providence College and 4-2-1 in Hockey East play.
Women’s Hockey Team is on a hot streak.
The Friars scored seven goals for the
Winners of their last four games, the second straight game on Saturday. Ruff
Friars’
offense
over- scored her team-leading eighth and ninth
WOMEN’S whelmed the University of goals in the opening stanza. Fellow fresh
HOCKEY Maine Black Bears over the man Amber Yung and Normore assisted on
weekend, taking the games her first goal, which came at the 2:17
on Saturday, Dec. 1, and Sunday, Dec. 2, mark. Yung and sophomore Jackie Duncan
by the scores of 7-2 and 4-0 respectively.
helped Ruff with the second goal with 4:48
The team went into the weekend series to go in the period.
looking to improve on their past results
“We wanted to come out hard and just
against Maine: a 2-2 overtime tie on Oct. out a few goals in right off the start,” said
14. Junior goaltender Danielle Ciarletta Ruff. “We wanted to try to take away their
and the much-improved Friar defense will power.”
blank the Bears on Sunday for their third
The scoring barrage continued in the
shutout of the season.
second frame. Yung earned her third assist
“This is a team that, if you go back over on the afternoon when Beach scored her
history, has had some very tightly contest fourth goal of 2007 just after the 11 -minute
ed games,” said Head Coach Bob Deraney, mark while O’Neill tacked on an unassist
“A bunch of ties and one-goal wins. What ed fourth goal less than three minutes later.
happened this weekend I think is just a tes
“We’ve got as well a balanced attack as
tament as to how much we’ve improved we’ve ever had since I’ve been here at
over the last two months of the season.”
Providence College,” said Deraney.
While the PC defense proved impene “We’re getting offensive production from
trable, the offense found plenty of holes in our defensemen and not just a couple, but
Maine’s D, scoring early and often. Junior all of them. And the same thing with our
Erin Normore got her team off to a solid forward lines, which I think makes us a
start with a goal at the 2:07 mark in the very dangerous team.”
first period.
The Black Bears got on the board 13
Senior Kathleen Smith doubled the lead seconds after O’Neill’s goal to break up
with the first of her two goals 59 seconds the shut out and close out the scoring for
later. Senior Sarah Feldman scored her the second stanza.
fourth goal of the season in the second
In the third, the Friars picked up right
frame off an assist from juniors Katy where they had left off in the second—at
Beach and Mari Pekhonen.
their end of the ice. The team excelled at
Smith closed out the scoring in the third keeping the puck away from Ciarletta.
with her sixth goal of the year. Smith sent
Junior Brittany Simpson notched her
a deflected Jean O’Neill shot past Black
Bear netminder Genevieve Turgeon for her
PC/Page 30

The Friars score 11 goals
over a two-game span to
extend their winning streak to
four and their record to .500.

JAMAICA SPRING
BREAK 2008

Hoops: Near Miss vs. BC
continued from back page

big men, things opened up on the perimeter
and PC worked the inside/outside game to
perfection. Junior Jeff Xavier and sopho
mores Brian McKenzie and Dwain Williams
all buried trey in the first half which helped
the Friars jump out to an impressive 49-34
lead as the halftime horn sounded.
Not to be lost in the Friars first half offen
sive onslaught was their strong effort at the
defensive end. Providence mixed up between
full-court zone pressure, half-court zone
traps, and even some man to man which
seemed to befuddle the Eagles attack.
When the second half got under way, the
Friars continued right where they left off.
Efejuku and fellow junior Jeff Xavier
keyed the early second half 13-4 run with
perimeter shooting causing the Eagles to
call time-out at the 15:20 mark, trailing by
a score of 62-38. With a 24-point lead the
game seemed safely in the hands of PC,
but the Eagles had different plans.
Coming out of the timeout, Boston College
proceeded to go on a 17-0 run over the next
seven minutes of play. Providence seemed to
forget everything that had led to success in
the first half. On the defensive end, they
struggled in transition and gave up way too
many easy buckets off the fast-break and on
the interior, PC seemed to forget how to box
out and repeatedly gave up second and third
chance shots to the Eagles.
Offensively, things went just as badly.

With McDermott in foul trouble, Providence
looked lost on offense. The team had a num
ber of bad turnovers and when they did in fact
get shots off, they were usually contested or
rushed. After two made free-throws by BC
forward Shamari Speares, the Eagles held a
76-70 lead with just 1:12 remaining on the
game clock.
Coming out of a timeout, Xavier buried
a deep triple from the wing to cut the
Eagles lead in half at 76-73. Following a
defensive stop, Efejuku pulled up for three
in transition and drilled it to tie the score
up at 76 with 22 seconds left on the clock.
Providence scored the first eight points
in overtime, keyed by the play of Efejuku,
and Peterson, who capped off the Friar run
with an emphatic dunk on BC’s center.
When the final whistle blew, the Friars had
outscored BC 22-13 in overtime and found
themselves with an important 98-89 victo
ry. For Providence, there were a number of
impressive performances with Xavier (20
pts), Efejuku (21 pts), Kale (12 pts), and
Peterson (14 pts) all reaching double fig
ures for PC.
The road does not get ahy easier for the
Friars this week. First they-will travel to
Philadelphia, Penn., to take part in the Big
East/SEC invitational, where they will face
South Carolina on Thursday, Dec. 6. Game
time is 7:00 p.m. Then the team will
attempt to regain city bragging rights when
they face Brown on Sunday, Dec. 9.

THE JAMAICA MUSIC FESTIVAL FEATURING ARTISTS
SUCH AS: SHAGGY BEENIE MAN
and much, much more!
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Friars Struggle at NCAAs Ice: 12 Goals in Two Games
Dan Ollquist ’10
Asst. Sports Editor

bv

After another strong regular season under
Head Coach Ray Treacy, the Providence
College Men’s and Women’s Cross Country
teams came to a disappointing conclusion at
the NCAA championships.
CROSS
The
championships,
COUNTRY which took place on
Monday, Nov. 19, in Terre
Haute, Ind., featured a slew of Providence
College runners but the results were unfor
tunately very mixed. On the men’s side,
senior Ahmed Haji clocked in first for the
Friars with atime of30:41.7, good for 38th
place overall. Following Haji was fresh
man David McCarthy, and junior Richard
Yeates, who finished 68th and 144th .
“Our performance was certainly disap
pointing,” said Treacy. “We had been running
tremendously all season but unfortunately
that didn’t carry over to the NCAA’s.”
Overall for the men’s team, a total of
seven runners competed, compiling a score
that left the Friars in 27th place out of 30
teams that qualified for the meet.
Unfortunately, the women didn’t fare
much better. After an extremely strong reg
ular season, the women’s team did not per
form as they had hoped to at the NCAA’s.
Finishing first for the Friars was junior
Danette Doetzel, who clocked in at
20:51.1, good for the 19th best time in the
country. Following Doetzel were junior
Katie DiCamillo and senior Michelle
Childs who finished 70th and 126th
respectively. Overall, the women’s team
finished in 26th place out of 31 teams with
a total of 491 points.
“We certainly hoped to score better at
the NCAA’s,” said Coach Treacy. “But we
[Providence] can’t forget that we were one
of only 12 programs in the country to have
both our men’s and women’s teams repre
sented at the NCAA’s.”
Being one of just 12 schools to have
both their men’s and women’s teams repre
sented at the NCAA’s certainly says a lot
about the program that Treacy has built at
Providence. Year in and year out, PC has

PC: Ciarletta
Earns Shutout
continued from Page 29
fourth goal of the season off an assist from
Pekhonen. The goal marked the Friars’
third off the powerplay. After Maine
pushed a second goal past Ciarletta, the
Friars roared back with their final score
with less than two minutes to play.
Hendrickson’s shot came off a rebounded
save by Turgeon, was assisted by seniors
Rachel Crissy and Jenna Keilch.
“Once we get our momentum up and we
get going, it certainly stays up through the
game and it helps us win games like this,”
Ruff said.
Ciarletta played the whole game, allow
ing just two goals while making 17 saves
for the Friars.
Ruff was named the Hockey East
Rookie of the Week for her stellar play this
weekend, particularly in Saturday’s rout.
This week, the team will test its skills
against the Ivy League, playing host to
Yale on Thursday, Dec. 6, and Harvard on
Saturday, Dec. 8, before its 27-day midsea
son hiatus.
“We just need to play and continue to
focus on playing a high-level brand of
hockey,” said Deraney. “Our success not
only shows how far we’ve come, but
there are still areas where we can
improve, which really excites me for our
future. These two games will give us a
barometer of where we really are and see
what we need to do going forward into
second semester.”
The future looks bright for the Friars, as
they currently sit in a tie for second in the
Hockey East Conference. After their
break, which will include optional ice time
and strength and conditioning programs
for the players who wish to particpate, the
season will heat up again with two games
at Niagara in early January.

some of the top runners in the nation and
this season was no exception.
Just a day after the NCAA champi
onships, Doetzel and Haji were both
named 2007 NCAA Cross Country AllAmericans. Doetzel, who was PC’s most
dominant and consistent runner this sea
son, was the Friars top finisher in every
race this season. She also won the
Northeast regional meet and was named
the Northeast Region’s female athlete of
the year.
“Danette has been one of the top runners
in the country this whole year,” said Coach
Treacy. “It was great to see her get recog
nized for her wonderful season.”
As opposed to Doetzel who received
much more publicity, Haji flew under the
radar for much of the season. He was PC’s
number three runner and consistently
placed well during regular season meets,
but it was at the NCAA’s where Haji real
ly made his mark. He was the first Friar to
finish at the NCAA meet and coach Treacy
couldn’t be happier to see Haji receive
such
prestigious
accolades.
“It was great to see Ahmed get named an
All-American in his senior season,” said
Treacy. “He has worked hard for us and he
deserved every bit of it.”
With the Cross Country season now
behind them, Treacy and the rest of the
Friar runners are now looking forward to
what appears to be a very promising win
ter track season. PC had a lot of success
last winter and returns a number of experi
enced runners from last year’s squad.
“We have a lot of depth,” said Treacy.
“We have a talented group of sprinters and
long jumpers and I believe that our dis
tance medley team is going to be one of the
best in the nation.”
The winter track season kicks off on
Friday, Dec. 7, at Fordham University,
where the Friars will compete in the
Fordham Invitational. Once again, Treacy
has the personnel to compete at the nation
al level and fans should expect big things
from the Friar runners this winter.

continued from back page

Junior defenseman Cody Wild added his
second goal of the year on a powerplay, as his
sharp angle shot from the left wing comer
found an opening behind Favro to make it 70, and Ludwig just narrowly missed an
opportunity to extend the lead as his point
blank wrister sailed just over the bar.
In net, Sims was doing a great job, making
some excellent reaction saves. But things got
tense for a few minutes as some PC penalties
gave Brown a 5-on-3 advantage. But Sims
got everything, and the Friars killed the
penalties off. Rheault added the icing on the
cake when he converted a Brown giveaway
with a wrister high to Favro 's glove side with
17 seconds remaining.
All told, the Friars amassed some
impressive statistics in the game: 55 shots
and eight goals. Rheault, Wild, and
O’Connor each had a goal and two assists,
Taormina added three assists, and Fayne
recorded a goal and an assist.
“We really worked well off each other,”
Army said after the game, “You have things
you try to do, but during the game sometimes
you have to make adjustments. We’ve been a
lot more solid in our decision making. Our
power play had good puck possession. Right
now we’ve got the right guys out there, the
right sticks. Good players can make you look
like a smart coach.”
Of course, for Sims, it marked his second
consecutive shutout. The previous game,
Sims made 20 saves to shut out Vermont 4-0,
behind two goals from Rheault, one from jun
ior Kyle Laughlin, and another from sopho
more Greg Collins. At the time, it was Sims’s
sixth career shutout - breaking the record for
PC goalies previously held by Mario Proulx a record Sims stretched to seven on Tuesday.
“It’s definitely exciting,” Sims said,
“It’s something that I knew in the back of
my mind was there, and it’s certainly a
tribute to how well the guys played in front
of me. When they’re playing well, it gives
you confidence. For me it’s certainly spe
cial because of the goalies that have come
through this program, like Chris Terreri
and Nolan Schaefer, so it’s certainly excit

ing to have a record like that.”
“Tyler really played well,” Army added,
“It wasn’t an easy game for him. They had
some really good chances late, and he
made some great stops, especially during
the 5-on-3.”

" ---------------------------Our penalty kill did a great
job holding the shots to the
outside. Winning this game
is great for team bonding anytime you win a trophy it
is. Now we’ve got to come
together and try to win some
games in the second half.
Tyler Sims ’08

“For me, I just had to adjust my game
and stay focused [even though Brown was
n’t getting a lot of shots early]. We knew
they had a good powerplay, but our penal
ty kill did a great job holding the shots to
the outside. Winning this game is great for
team bonding - anytime you win a trophy
it is. Now we’ve got to come together and
try to win some games in the second half.”
Army agreed with that assessment,
emphasizing that consistency is the goal
for the Friars now.
“We’re capable of doing it, now it’s just
a matter of finding a way to do it every
night,” he said, “Now, we focus on Union.
That’s our challenge — be consistent.”
So with the Friars having played two
excellent games in a row, their goal now is
to extend their run of strong play.
They will get the chance to try and
extend their winning streak with a home
game against Union College on Friday,
Dec. 7, at 7:00 p.m. before kicking off
their three-week midseason break. Right
now the Friars are in fourth place in
Hockey East, a position they could easily
improve by continuing their strong play
during the second half of the season.
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Friar Hoops Riding Three-Game Winning Streak
by

Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Staff

The biggest hurdle the Providence
College Women’s Basketball Team has had
to overcome so far this season has been its
lack of experience. Five of last year’s sea| soned players are sitting
WOMEN’S | out due to injury or ineligiHOOPS | bility, calling into action
■ eight new Friar players.
However, these young players have proven
to be a valuable addition to the team. Only
nine games into the season, the team has
already shown great potential for the 20072008 season. With their most recent 78-64
win against Harvard on Wednesday, Dec. 5
the Friars moved up to a 7-2 record.
The Friars got off to a fast start against
the Crimson with a 6-0 to open the game.
Sophomore Kendria Holmes nailed a three
followed by classmate Emily Cournoyer’s
lay-up for the early lead.
The Crimson got their first lead of the
game at 13-12 when Niki Fineli scored.
However, that advantage did not last, as
junior Brittany Dorsey nailed a trey to
put her team back on top. Although
Harvard made its next shot to tie the
game at 15-15, it did not lead again in
the opening half.
Instead, Dorsey went on an individual
5-0 run with a three followed by a lay
up to make the score 20-15 with nine
minutes to play. The Crimson brought
the game back to within two with -two
free throws at the four-minute mark, but
that is as close as they would get.
Freshman Mi-Khida Hankin nailed
two foul shots with less than two min
utes in the half to push the Friars’
advantage to seven, 37-30, going into
the locker room at halftime.
Going into this game, the Friars were
intent on keeping up their season-long
streak of winning each game in which
they have led at halftime. Their second
half at Harvard proved that they were
more than capable of doing so.
Holmes got PC off to a strong start in
the second when she pushed the lead to
nine off a jumper. That was the start of a
12-4 run that put the Friars ahead by 15,
49-34, with 16:21 on the clock.
Providence’s defense stifled the
Crimson and kept Harvard from getting
any closer than eight points back at any
point in the half.
The Friars began to pull away in the
final eight minutes when Holmes made
her two free throws to put Providence up
61-49. From there, Dorsey hit a threepoint jumper to boost the lead to 15.
Holmes’ lay up with 46 seconds in regu
lation put the final stamp on a very solid
effort for the Friars.
With the win, the Friars extended
their current win streak to three games.
All three wins have been by decisive
margins, as the game against Rhode
Island on Saturday demonstrated.
On Saturday, Dec. 1, the Friars traveled
to Kingston, R.I., where they defeated in
state rival University of Rhode Island, 6455. Intense defense, successful rebounding
and on-target shooting allowed the Friars
to finish the game with a nine point lead.
“We played solid defense and were able
to make big shots when we needed to,”
said head Coach Phil Seymore.
According to Seymore, freshmen Trinity
Hull and Mi-Khida Hankins greatly con
tributed to Saturday’s accomplishments.
Both freshmen, who each averaged about
30 minutes during the game, used their
court-time positively.
Hull scored a career-high 15 points and
had three rebounds, two assists and two
steals all in her 34 minutes. Already, she
leads the Friars with 15 steals this season.
In the first half of the game against URI,
the Friars hit four of their first five
attempts, taking a 10-6 lead in the initial
five minutes of competition. Although the
Rams managed to maintain the lead for the
rest of the half, the Friars never let up.
“We never lost our composure,” said
Seymore. “We continued to defend and did
what we needed to do to win.”
Providence refused to crumble and
went into the second half outscoring the
Rams 18-6 in the first seven minutes of
action. Although the Rams put up a solid
effort, they were never able to get their
momentum back. The Friars continued
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Junior Shantee Darrian averaged a double-double against Fordham and Rhode
Island this week, with an average of 16 points and 11 rebounds in the two contests.
She scored a career-high 26 points against Fordham.

to push their lead over URI to 11 points,
never looking back.
In this neck and neck battle, Providence
shot 56 percent from the field en route to
its 64-55 victory. Joining Hull in double
digits for PC was sophomore Kendria
Holmes with 14 points, and Dorsey, who
netted 10 points. Junior forward Shantee
Darrian, finished the game with six points

and a team-high six rebounds.
The Friars also saw similar success in
their game against Fordham on Nov. 28.
Although competition was back and forth,
the Friars were victorious, defeating the
Rams 63-45.
Darrian registered the third double-dou
ble of her career with 26 points and 16
rebounds. Her hard work and determina

tion allowed her to achieve a career-high
26 points.
In the first half of the game. Providence
proved to be off to a good start, with a 7-0
run in the first 2:07 minutes of play. The
game continued to go in PC’s favor. With
37 seconds left in the game, the Friars
were up by 19 points and ended up finish
ing the game with an 18-point edge (6345) for the final score.
Even though the Friars led the game by
a striking distance at some points, they
were still able to keep their heads in the
game in order to maintain the lead.
“We wanted to concentrate on running
smart offense and making good plays” said
Seymore. “We didn’t focus on the score;
instead we just let the game come to us.”
Providence’s goal—to hold Fordham to
50—was achieved at the end of the night.
The Friars returned home feeling success
ful and energized for future competition.
Up next for PC is their game against
Central Connecticut State University on
Saturday, Dec. 8, in Alumni Hall. From
there, the team will have an eight-day
break for final exams before facing
Michigan State on Thursday, Dec. 20.
“Our motto this year is to just take one
day at a time and not get ahead of our
selves,” said Seymore.
The Friars will be working to capitalize
on their strengths as a group, striving to
build team unity and confidence.
“We need to focus on getting better as a
team and growing as a team,” said
Seymore “It’s not just about one particular
player.”
The Friars continue to show tremen
dous effort in their non-conference com
petition in preparation for opening their
Big East Season in January. As always,
the Friars will face fierce competition
within their conference, but this year’s
team is ready to compwtw for a berth in
the Big East Tournament.
The team knows that it has its work
cut out for it, if it wants to make the
conference tourney for the first time
under Seymore.

Save so much on gear that you’ll
actually be able to go someplace
cool to use it.
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Friars Survive Eagle Attack But Fall to Rams
by

Dan Ollquist ’10 and
Erin Redihan ’08

If the Providence College Men’s
Basketball Team has shown anything so
far, it has been that nothing comes easy for
this team. They have had some big wins—
like over then-No.
18
MEN’S Arkansas in the Puerto Rico
HOOPS Tip-Off—as well as some big
losses, as was the case
against the University of Rhode Island.
The Friars made the trip down to
Kingston on Tuesday, Dec. 4, to try to
retain their in-state basketball bragging
rights. Last year, the Friars beat the Rams
in the Dunkin’ Donuts Center by their
largest margin ever—29 points—but both
teams were expecting a little more of a
game this year. Both teams have shown a
lot of improvement from a year ago, with
the Rams picked to finish second in the
Atlantic-10 Conference and the Friars
knocking off a strong BC squad earlier in
the week.
That the Friars found themselves in a
scoring hole early was nothing new; this is
a problem that has often plagued them in
recent years.
The Friars went on an 8-0 run capped
off with two treys from junior Jeff Xavier.
PC’s 24-21 lead lasted less than a minute,
as Rhode Island headed into the locker
room at the break with a 33-28 advantage,
sparked by two three-pointers from sharp
shooter Jimmy Baron.
The Rams never looked back in the second,
going on a 12-0 run in the first five minutes.
They led by as many as 18 at some points and
put on an offensive show for the sold out
crowd en route to their 77-60 victory.
“We just didn’t follow the game plan,”
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Junior Jonathan Kale led the Friars on the boards in a losing effort against
Rhode Island on Tuesday, Dec. 6.

said Kale. “It seemed like everyone just
got in there and forgot the keys to winning
the game. We had to make their shooters
drive and play their big men tough. We
knew we had to rebound on the tough
plays and we didn’t do that.”
In contrast, the Friar offense missed a num
ber of open chances, one of the biggest fac
tors in their loss. While Providence outre
bounded the Rams 42-38—including 19-7 on
offensive boards—they failed to make the
most of these second chances. Kale led PC
with nine boards.
Turnovers were another key part of the
Friars’ undoing, as the team committed 18
miscues on offense. It was the Rams who
capitalized on these mistakes, scoring 17

fast break points, equal to the difference in
the game, despite only committing one
less turnover.
PC’s top scorers—including team
barometer junior Weyinmi Efejuku—were
held to uncharacteristically low scoring
totals. Sophomore Brian McKenzie led the
team with 12 points with Kale right behind
him at 11. The Rams, on the other hand,
had five scorers in double figures, includ
ing Kahiem Seawright, who completed the
game’s only double-double.
Particularly frustrating for the Friars and
their many fans in attendance was the fact
that in several instances, it seemed like PC
was only a bucket away from making a run.
The team was only down by five with 13

minutes to play, but the Friars simply failed to
convert on offense in the second half.
“[Head Coach Tim Welsh] told us this
game is over,” said Kale. “We have a hard
week coming up and the strong survive. If
we hang our heads on this game, it could
lead to a drought. We don’t want that, so
we’re all picking up our heads, forgetting
about this game, and we’re moving on.”
On Saturday, Dec. 1, Providence took on
the Boston College Eagles at the TD
Banknorth Garden in Boston, Mass., and the
Friar fans that were watching almost certain
ly lost a few years off their lives. The game
was truly a microcosm of what has become
an up and down start for the Friars, filled with
flashes of brilliance to go along with
moments of utter confusion on the court.
During the first half of play it was the
“good” Friars that showed up to play, the ones
that appear to be worthy of an NCAA tourna
ment berth. So far this season, Providence has
relied heavily on its outside shooting and
although the Friars shot well from beyond the
arc in the opening 20 minutes, it was the
inside game that set the tone for the Friar
attack. The focal point of the Friars game was
junior Geoff McDermott, who showed to
ESPN’s Jay Bilas—who was calling the
game—and the rest of the nation why he was
named to the pre-season All-Big East team.
McDermott continually received the ball in
and around the foul line and did an unbeliev
able job finding teammates in the low post for
easy buckets.
McDermott’s versatility in the paint not
only opened things up down low, but it also
created lots of open looks for the Friar
guards and wing players. As the Eagle
defense continually collapsed on the Friar
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Sims, Friars Net Two Big Shutouts PC Soccer
by

Though he did not
score any goals of his
own, junior Matt
Taormina contributed
three assists in PC’s
8-0 rout of Brown.

Drew Goucher ’08
Sports Staff

One week ago, after a disappointing
weekend where the Providence College
Men’s Hockey Team tied UMass Lowell
and lost in overtime to New
MEN’S Hampshire, Head Coach Tim
HOCKEY Army was looking for consistency and improved deci
sion-making from his team.
“We came out a little flat [against
UMass Lowell] after sweeping Maine, and
we made some errors in judgment in the
third period and overtime [against UNH]
where we played those goals like it was the
first period,” Army had said early last
week. “You have to understand the situa
tion defensively, and try not to do anything
outside the realm defensively. But we did a
lot of good things. We just came up short
because of some questionable decisions
with the game in the balance.”
This past week was certainly a posi
tive step. Now the challenge for the
Friars is sustaining it.
On Tuesday, Dec. 4, PC took back the
Mayor’s Cup by rolling to an impressive 80 victory over crosstown Brown
University, winning a game filled with tra
ditional rivalry and a lot of implications for
alumni and former players who recall the
days before Hockey East, when PC and
Brown used to battle it out in the ECAC.
Junior Pierce Norton’s early power play
goal gave the Friars a 1-0 lead, and despite
some penalties late, senior goalie Tyler
Sims and an outstanding defensive unit
and penalty killing unit were able to keep
the Bears’ power play at bay leading into
the second.
The Friars had arguably their best period in
the second, as they scored five unanswered
goals to go ahead 6-0. With the Friars shorthanded just 29 seconds into the frame, fresh
man Kyle Mackinnon took a pass from senior
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Jon Rheault, who had blocked a shot at the
point, while streaking up the middle of the ice
from his left wing position.
Mackinnon burned around the Brown
defenseman before scoring a breakaway
goal—the first of his college career—
against Brown’s Dan Rosen. Mackinnon
added his second goal moments later, as he
slammed home senior defenseman Trevor
Ludwig’attempt to make it 3-0 less than
four minutes into the period.
“I’ve been a little snake bitten the first
part of the season,” said Mackinnon, “But
I’m just sticking with it. On any given
night, anyone can score. Fortunately
tonight it was my turn.”
Sophomore defenseman Mark Fayne
added his first goal of the season about
halfway through the period, as his long
drive found the back of the net, and fresh

nan lan O’Connor scored
first collegiate goal on
i deflection two minutes
ater. Brown changed netninders, but the Friars still
idded another—capping
their great period with
goal in the final minute.
Sophomore John Cav
anagh found the back of
net from the right
side of the net with the
Friars on a power play.
Through two periods, the
Friars had amassed 35
and allowed Brown
ust seven.
“We’re recognizing that when you put
the puck to the net, good things can hap
pen,” Army said, “Rebounds, chaos...I’m
very happy with our shot totals.”
The third period featured more offense
from the Friars, although Brown picked up
their play late. The period featured a
steady stream of players heading to the
penalty box as the play became chippy at
times with the Friars up 6-0.
The Friars nearly scored their second
shorthanded goal of the night as Rheault
streaked in on new Brown goalie Tristan
Favro with one defender back, and fired a
wrist shot that hit Favro and bounced in
the air to the left circle. Junior defenseman
Matt Taormina, trailing the play, batted the
puck out of midair and nearly found day
light behind Favro’s pad.
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Falls in
Tourney
by

Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor

The Providence College Men’s Soccer
Team’s season unexpectedly got a little
longer right before Thanksgiving. After
losing to Cincinnati in the first round of the
Big East Tourn-ament on
MEN’S Nov. 7, the team was relaSOCCER tively certain that it was
time to start looking ahead
to the 2008 season.
The NCAA Tournament Selection
Committee had other ideas for the Friars. The
team learned on Monday, Nov. 19, that it had
been chosen to face Old Dominion
University in Norfolk, Va., on Saturday, Nov.
24. The winner would advance to play Brown
University in Providence.
Providence controlled the ball through
much of the first half, but was unable to
get a shot past Old Dominion goalkeeper
Evan Newton. Graduate student Scott
Hankard had the best opportunity with two
minutes remaining in the first half, but
Newton made the save.
Despite outshooting the Monarchs 6-3
in the opening frame, it was the Friars who
found themselves on the short end of the 10 shutout. Old Dominion’s Emmanuel
Ambane scored the game’s lone goal off a
pass from A.J. Kulp. The shot went just
over the diving Murray to clinch a second
round game for the Monarchs.
2007 marked the third straight year
that the Friars have earned an NCAA
berth, as well as the team’s third consec
utive winning season, as they finished at
9-8-2 overall.

